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Monumentality, Elite Tombs, and Domestic Memories: 

8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�6RFLDO�)RUPDWLRQ�DW�0RQWH�$OEiQ

Nelly M. Robles García
&HQWUR�,1$+�2D[DFD

QHOO\UREOHV���#JPDLO�FRP

,Q�WKLV�ZRUN��ZH�ZLOO�SUHVHQW�WKH�HOHPHQWV�WKDW�DOORZV�XV�WR�LGHQWLI\�VRFLDO�GLৼHUHQWLDWLRQ�DW�0RQWH�$OEiQ��DV�D�

UHÀHFWLRQ�RI�DQ�DGYDQFHG�VRFLHW\�DQG�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�VRSKLVWLFDWHG�FLYLOL]DWLRQV�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�DV�ZDV�WKH�=DSRWHF��

We will discuss concepts of scale, monumentality, city and elite tombs and their paraphanelia, as well as, the 

GLYHUVH�GLVFRYHULHV�RI�WKH�IRUPDO�FRPSRVLWLRQ�RI�UHVLGHQFHV��VXFK�DV�WKH�SULQFLSDO�LQGLFDWRUV�RI�VRFLDO�GLৼHUHQFHV�

among the inhabitants of the capital city of the Zapotec.  These tangible materials have allowed us to advance our 

DUFKDHRORJLFDO�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�0RQWH�$OEiQ�DQG�HVWDEOLVKHG�¿[HG�HOHPHQWV�IRU�LQGLFDWLQJ�WKH�PDUNHUV�RI�HOLWH�

life in the social pyramid and profuse rituality that was practiced in the city.    

On the basis of carefully excavated contexts at Atzompa recently, we are able to reconstruct ritual life, and 

we propose elements for diferentiating public ceremonies done in the center of the city and its plazas, from those 

done in private, at the family level, which took place in the family temples. These are formal architectural elements 

WKDW�LQGLFDWH�GLৼHUHQW�VRFLDO�OHYHOV���,Q�DGGLWLRQ��ZH�SURSRVH�WKDW�WKH�JRGV�&RFLMR��UDLQ���%DW��DQG�-DJXDU�ZHUH�WKH�

most important deities in Zapotec cosmogeny.  

The recent archaeological discoveries in an elite barrio at Atzompa allows us present new elements and 

arguements to contrast to what we currently know of Monte Albán, in such a manner that we present an extention of 

WKH�HOLWH�DUHDV�RI�WKH�VDPH�FLW\���:KLOH�VLPLDU��RৼHU�DOVR�LPSRUWDQW�GLৼHUHQFHV�IRU�GHWHUPLQJ�WKH�OHYHO�RI�GHSHQGHQFH�

that Atzompa showed towards the capital, or if possible, we can discuss some autonomy of the barrios implicit in 

the urban proposition. 

En este trabajo se presentan los elementos que nos permiten interpretar la diferenciación social en Monte 

$OEiQ��FRPR�UHÀHMR�GH�XQD�VRFLHGDG�DYDQ]DGD�\�XQD�GH�ODV�FLYLOL]DFLRQHV�PiV�VR¿VWLFDGDV�GH�$PpULFD��FRPR�OR�

fue la Zapoteca. Se discuten conceptos de Escala, Monumentalidad, Ciudad y Tumbas de élite y su parafernalia, 

así como los diversos hallazgos de la composición formal de las residencias, como los principales indicadores de 

las diferencias sociales entre los habitantes de la ciudad-capital Zapoteca. Estos rasgos tangibles han permitido 

DYDQ]DU�HQ�HO�FRQRFLPLHQWR�DUTXHROyJLFR�GH�0RQWH�$OEiQ�\�HVWDEOHFHU�HOHPHQWRV�¿MRV�SDUD�LGHQWL¿FDU�PDUFDGRUHV�

de la vida de las élites en la pirámide social y profusa ritualidad que mantuvo a la ciudad. 

En base a los contextos cuidadosamente excavados en Atzompa recientemente, se llega a escudriñar la vida 

ritual y se proponen elementos para diferenciar los ceremoniales públicos realizados en el centro de la cuidad y 

las plazas, de aquellos privados, de nivel familiar, que se llevaron a cabo en los Templos Familiares, componentes 
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formales de la arquitectura de las residencias de los diferentes niveles sociales. Aún más, se propone que los dioses 

Cocijo (lluvia), Murciélago y Jaguar hayan sido los más importantes dentro de la cosmogonía zapoteca.

Los recientes descubrimientos arqueológicos en el Barrio de élite de Atzompa nos permiten presentar nuevos 

elementos y argumentos para contrastar lo que hasta ahora se conocía de Monte Albán, de tal manera que, se 

presenta una imagen extendida de dos áreas de élite en la misma ciudad, mismas que, aunque similares, no dejan 

de ofrecer diferencias importantes para determinar el grado de dependencia que Atzompa tuvo de la capital, o si 

es posible hablar de cierta autonomía de los barrios implícita en la propuesta urbana.

7KH�LPDJH�RI�0RQWH�$OEiQ��D�FLW\�RQ�WKH�WRS�RI�D�KLOO��

FRQVWLWXWHV�SHUKDSV�WKH�EHVW�H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�6DFUHG�3ODFH��

RU�WKH�PDWHULDOL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�0HVRDPHULFDQ�FRVPRJRQ\�

FXOW�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�PRXQWDLQ�ODQGVFDSH��/ySH]�	�/ySH]��

������%URGD�HW��DO����������7KURXJK�D�ORQJ�ODVWLQJ�XUEDQ�

DQG�ULWXDO�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�SURMHFW�WKDW�WRRN�DW�OHDVW�WKLUWHHQ�

FHQWXULHV������%�&��WR�����$�'����WKH�=DSRWHFV�FRQVROLGDWHG�

0RQWH�$OEiQ��WKHLU�FDSLWDO��DV�WKH�D[LV�PXQGL��WKH�QDYHO�

RI�DQ�HQWLUH�FLYLOL]DWLRQ��,Q�RUGHU�WR�GR�VR��WKH\�QRW�RQO\�

FKRVH�D�ODQGVFDSH�FRQVWLWXWHG�E\�D�VHULHV�RI�KLOOV�ORFDWHG�

DW�WKH�FHQWHU�RI�WKH�ÀDW�9DOOH\V�RI�2D[DFD��EXW�PRGL¿HG�

WKHP�WR�SHUIHFW�WKH�VKDSH�RI�WKRVH�KLOOV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�FUHDWH�

WKHLU�LPSUHVVLYH�VDQFWXDU\��ZKLFK�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��ZDV�WKH�

SROLWLFDO�FDSLWDO�DQG�HFRQRPLF�FHQWHU�RI�WKH�=DSRWHF�ZRUOG�

,Q�0RQWH�$OEiQ�WKHUH�ZDV�QR�URRP�IRU�VLPSOLVWLF�

DUFKLWHFWXUH��HYHU\�VLQJOH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�EXLOW�DFURVV�WKH�

FHQWXULHV�ZDV�PRQXPHQWDO��DV�PRQXPHQWDOLW\�ZDV�WKH�

QRUPDO�H[SUHVVLRQ�IRU�D�ULWXDO�ZRUOG�WKDW�FRQVROLGDWHG�

UHOLJLRQ��SRZHU��NQRZOHGJH��DQG�FRQWURO�RYHU�WKH�HQWLUH�

WHUULWRU\�RI�ZKDW�LV�WRGD\�WKH�VWDWH�RI�2D[DFD�DQG�EH\RQG��

0RQXPHQWDOLW\�LV�UHÀHFWHG�LQ�VFDOH��FRQVWUXFWLRQ�DQG�VRFLDO�

RUJDQL]DWLRQ���(YHU\�EXLOGLQJ�LQ�WKH�3ULQFLSDO�3OD]D�ZDV�

GHYRWHG�WR�FHUWDLQ�SXEOLF�RU�SULYDWH�ULWXDOV�VR�WKH\�KDG�WR�

EH�PDVVLYH�DQG�WDOO��PDLQWDLQLQJ�KDUPRQ\�ZLWK�WKH�HQWLUH�

EXLOW�DQG�QDWXUDO�ODQGVFDSH��$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��EXLOGHUV�KDG�

WR�UHVSRQG�WR�WKH�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�DQG�WHFKQLFDO�UHTXLUHPHQWV�

SUHVHQWHG�E\�WKH�H൵HFWV�RI�D�VHLVPLFDOO\�DFWLYH�UHJLRQ�

$V�ZH�OHDUQ�PRUH�DERXW�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�V\VWHPV��

WKH�PRUH�ZH� UHDOL]H�HQRUPRXV� LQYHVWPHQW� LQ�KXPDQ�

HQHUJ\��SODQQLQJ��NQRZOHGJH��VRFLDO�VWUDWL¿FDWLRQ��DQG�

OHDGHUVKLS�WKDW�ZDV�QHHGHG�WR�DFKLHYH�WKH�JRDO�RI�FUHDWLQJ�

WKLV�PRQXPHQWDO�ZRUOG��5HFHQW�H[FDYDWLRQV�VKHG�OLJKW�RQ�

WKH�H[WHQGHG�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�SURFHVVHV�UHTXLUHG�LQ�RUGHU�WR�

RUJDQL]H�WKH�FLW\�DV�DQ�XUEDQ�FHQWHU��VDQFWXDU\��PDUNHW��DQG�

DERYH�DOO�DV�WKH�SROLWLFDO�FDSLWDO�RI�D�WUXH�VWDWH��6R�LPSRUWDQW�

ZDV� WKH�YDOXH�RI� WKLV�SODFH�� WKDW� DERXW�����%�&�� WKH�

PRGL¿FDWLRQ�RI�WKH�KLOO�V�VKDSH�ZDV�LQLWLDWHG��UHSUHVHQWLQJ�

RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�DPELWLRXV�ORQJ�WHUP�XUEDQ�SURMHFWV�HYHU�

FDUULHG�RXW�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV��7KLV�0HVRDPHULFDQ�FHUHPRQLDO�

FHQWHU�FRQVWLWXWHG�D�KHDUW��WKH�SODFH�RI�SRZHU�DQG�UHOLJLRQ��

DW�OHDVW������\HDUV�RI�FRQVWDQW�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�LV�UHÀHFWHG�

LQ�0RQWH�$OEiQ��IXHOHG�E\�WKH�XQTXHVWLRQDEOH�GXDOLW\�RI�

OLIH�GHDWK��GDUN�OLJKW��S\UDPLG�SOD]D��RU�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�YRLG�

The city 

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�KXPDQ�HFRORJLVWV��%ODQWRQ��������������

0DUFXV�	�)ODQQHU\��������0DUFXV���������WKH�IRUPDWLRQ�

RI�WKH�FLW\�RI�0RQWH�$OEiQ�LV�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�WKH�HYROXWLRQ�

RI�D�FRPSOH[� VRFLHW\��+RZHYHU�� LW�ZDV�QRW�XQLOLQHDU�

GHYHORSPHQW�EXW�UHÀHFWHG�D�SURFHVV�RI�DGDSWDWLRQ�DQG�

FUHDWLYLW\�GUDZQ�IURP�WKH�EXLOW�HQYLURQPHQW��%ODQWRQ��HW�DO���

������SS�������7KLV�FLW\�ZDV�FUHDWHG�WKURXJK�WKH�XQL¿FDWLRQ�

RI�WKH�VHYHUDO�YLOODJHV�LQ�WKH�9DOOH\�RI�2D[DFD��0DUFXV�	�

)ODQQHU\��������WR�IXO¿OO�WKH�QHHG�RI�D�VHWWOHG�OHDGHUVKLS��
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RU�UXOLQJ�FODVV�WKDW�EDVHG�LWV�SRZHU�RQ�UHOLJLRQ��2YHUDOO��WKH�

PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�JRDO�ZDV�WKH�FRQVROLGDWLRQ�RI�D�UXOLQJ�FODVV�

RU�WKH�SK\VLFDO�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�VRFLDO�VWUDWL¿FDWLRQ�

7KH�ORFDWLRQ�DQG�VKDSH�RI�WKH�FLW\�ZDV�DW�WKH�FRQÀXHQFH�

RI�WKH�WKUHH�YDOOH\V�RI�2D[DFD��(WOD��7ODFROXOD�DQG�9DOOH�

*UDQGH���FHQWHUHG�RQ�WKUHH�KLOOV��0RQWH�$OEiQ��$W]RPSD�

DQG�0RQWH�$OEiQ�&KLFR��ULVLQJ�DW�OHDVW�����PHWHUV�XS�IURP�

WKH�YDOOH\�ÀRRU���)LJXUH�������$W�0RQWH�$OEiQ��E\�����%�&��

WKH�=DSRWHFV�VWDUWHG�PRGLI\LQJ�WKH�KLOOWRS��DFFRPSOLVKLQJ�

WKH�SHUIHFW�OHYHOLQJ�RI�DQ�HQRUPRXV�FHQWUDO�SOD]D�RI��������

VTXDUH�PHWHUV������PHWHUV�1�6�E\�����PHWHUV�(�:��E\�����

%�&���WR�FUHDWH�WKH�FHUHPRQLDO��VDFUHG�SODFH��D�FRPPRQ�

GHVWLQDWLRQ�IRU�DOO�=DSRWHF���)LJXUH������

%DVHG�RQ�WKH�OLIHVSDQ��VL]H��DQG�JHRJUDSKLF�LQÀXHQFH�

RI�WKH�VLWH��LW�LV�QRW�XQUHDVRQDEOH�WR�WKLQN�RI�0RQWH�$OEiQ�

DV�WKH�UHOLJLRXV�FHQWHU�IRU�WKH�=DSRWHF��VLPLODUO�WR�ZKDW�ZH�

WKLQN�RQ�WKH�9DWLFDQ�IRU�5RPDQ�&KULVWLDQ�&DWKROLFV��RU�

0HFFD�IRU�0XVOLPV��7KH�UHPDLQGHU�RI�WKH�FLW\�HPHUJHG�

WKURXJK�SHULRGV�RQ�GL൵HUHQW�KLOOV�VXUURXQGLQJ�WKH�3OD]D��

(DFK�RI�WKHP�ZDV�D�PRQXPHQWDO�FRPSRXQG�FRQVLGHUHG�

WKH�FHQWHU�RI�³EDUULRV�´�WKH�SULQFLSDO�ORFDWLRQV�IRU�WKHVH�

EDUULRV�ZHUH�LGHQWL¿HG�E\�%ODQWRQ��������DW�&HUUR�GHO�

*DOOR��$W]RPSD��(O�3OXPDMH��(O�0RJROOLWR��0RQWH�$OEiQ�

&KLFR��DQG�(O�3DUDJ�LWR��6XUURXQGLQJ�HDFK�FHQWHU��)LJXUH�

�������DORQJ�WKH�VORSHV�ZHUH�PRUH�WKDQ�WZR�WKRXVDQG�

DJULFXOWXUDO�DQG�UHVLGHQWLDO�WHUUDFHV��EXLOW�DV�SURGXFWLYH�

DUHDV�WKDW�DVVXUHG�WKH�FLW\�V�VXUYLYDO��3URGXFWLRQ�IURP�WKHVH�

WHUUDFHV�ZDV�VXSSOHPHQWHG�E\�WULEXWH�SDLG�E\�WKH�FRQTXHUHG�

FRPPXQLWLHV�IURP�WKH�UHJLRQV�DURXQG�2D[DFD��VXEMXJDWHG�

E\�WKH�LQFLSLHQW�VWDWH���$V�ZH�FDQ�VWLOO�VHH�DW�%XLOGLQJ�-�

�GDWHG�����%&�WR�����$'���WUDFHV�RI�VFXOSWHG�VWHODH�GHSLFW�

WKH�PDQ\�WHUULWRULHV�FRQTXHUHG�E\�0RQWH�$OEiQ��&DVR��

������:KLWWDNHU�������*DUFtD�0ROO�HW�DO����������2WKHU�

XUEDQ�IHDWXUHV��H�J��URDGV��LUULJDWLRQ�FDQDOV��GDPV��GHIHQVLYH�

ZDOOV��DQG�VDQFWXDU\�FDYHV�ZHUH�GLVWULEXWHG�DURXQG�WKH�FLW\�

FHQWHU��HQDEOLQJ�LW�WR�IXQFWLRQ�DV�D�ZKROH�

Figure 17.2. 

Topographic map of the Great Plaza at Monte Albán, 

Oaxaca, Mexico. (Atzompa Archaeological Project 

Archive.

Figure 17.1.

Map of the Central Valleys of Oaxaca, Mexico. Location 

of Atzompa in relation to Monte Albán. (Atzompa 

Archaeological Project Archive. INAH).

$W]RPSD
0RQWH�
$OEiQ�&KLFR

&HUUR�GH�OD�
&DPSDQD

=DXWOD

;R[RFRWOiQ
1RULHJD

=DDFKLOD

0DFXLO[yFKLO

/DPELW\HFR

0LWOD

0DWDWOiQ&LpQHJD

6DQWD�0DUtD�6ROD .LOyPHWURV

� ��

1

0RQWH�
$OEiQ

=21$�$548(2/Ï*,&$�'(�0217(�$/%È1�(1�/26�9$//(6�&(175$/(6



206

Figure 17.3. 

0RQWH�$OEiQ�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�PDS���%ODQWRQ��5LFKDUG�(��������

Pyramidal monuments

6LQJOH� PRQXPHQWV� DW�0RQWH�$OEiQ� DUH� YLVXDOO\�

UHFRJQL]HG�E\�WKHLU�W\SLFDO�S\UDPLG�VKDSH�SUR¿OH�SODWIRUPV��

UHSUHVHQWLQJ�WKH�VDFUHG�PRXQWDLQV�FDUU\LQJ�WKH�WHPSOHV�RQ�

WRS��+RZHYHU��WKRVH�EXLOGLQJV�GR�QRW�PHDQ�WR�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�

or read separately but as a group or groups of “mountains” 

perfectly aligned, combining “mountains” and empty areas 

DV�WKH\�XQGHUVWRRG�WKHLU�FRVPRV��=DSRWHF�EXLOGHUV�GUHZ�RQ�

WKHLU�H[WHQVLYH�NQRZOHGJH�RI�0HVRDPHULFDQ�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�

V\VWHPV��DQG�SDUWLFXODUO\�RQ�WKHLU�H[FHSWLRQDO�H[SHUWLVH�LQ�

VWRQH�PDVRQU\�XVLQJ�ORFDO�PDWHULDOV��DVVXULQJ�WKDW�ZKHQ�WKH�

FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�D�QHZ�WHPSOH�ZDV�GHFLGHG��WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�

WHDPV�DOUHDG\�NQHZ�DERXW�WKH�SODQ��VKDSHV��IXQFWLRQ��DQG�

PDQ\�RWKHU�GHWDLOV�RQ�KRZ�D�SURSHU�WHPSOH�VKRXOG�ORRN�

DQG�EH�EXLOW�
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Scale

&RQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�WKHLU�GHGLFDWLRQ�WR�WKH�ZRUVKLS�RI�VXSUD�

KXPDQ�GHLWLHV�HDFK�PRQXPHQW�DW�0RQWH�$OEiQ�KRQRUHG�D�

EDVLF�SULQFLSOH�RI�VFDOH��QRW�KXPDQ��EXW�LQ�PRQXPHQWDOLW\�

DSSURSULDWH�WR�JRGV�VXFK�DV�&RFLMR��WKH�5DLQ�*RG��WKH�

-DJXDU�*RG��WKH�%DW�*RG��DQG�PDQ\�RWKHU�GHLWLHV�GHYRWHG�

WR�OLIH�DQG�GHDWK��ZDU��DJULFXOWXUH��VWRUPV��HDUWKTXDNHV��

DPRQJ�RWKHUV�LQ�WKHLU�ULWXDO�OLIH��$WWHQWLRQ�WR�FRVPRJRQ\��

QRW�KXPDQV��GH¿QHG�PRQXPHQWDOLW\��+RZHYHU��WKH�KHLJKW�

RI� WKH� EXLOW� HQYLURQPHQW� QHYHU� EURNH� WKH� ODQGVFDSH�

PRXQWDLQ�OLQHV��NHHSLQJ�D�UHVSHFWIXO�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�

FRQVWUXFWLRQ�DQG�QDWXUDO�VN\�OLPLWV��+XPDQ�FRQVWUXFWLRQ��

HYHQ�RI�WHPSOHV��FRXOG�QRW�LQWUXGH�RQ�QDWXUDO�ERXQGDULHV�

$�GL൵HUHQW�WUHDWPHQW�ZDV�UHVHUYHG�IRU�WKH�SDODFHV��RU�

WKH�SODFHV�ZKHUH�WRS�OHYHO�GLJQLWDULHV�OLYHG��7KRVH�ZHUH�

KXPDQ�VFDOH�FRQVWUXFWLRQV��ZLWK�UDWKHU�VPDOO�URRPV�DQG�

LQQHU�RSHQ�SDWLRV��$�JHQHUDO�VTXDUH�SODQW�ZDV�WKH�EDVLF�

IRUP��+RZHYHU��HDFK�SDODFH�RU�KLJK�VWDWXV�UHVLGHQFH�ZDV�

GHVLJQHG�WR�PHHW�LWV�LQKDELWDQWV�QHHGV�LQ�WHUPV�RI�QXPEHU�

RI�URRPV��DQG�PD\EH�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�IDPLO\��RU�VLQJOH�

EDVLF�IDPLO\��H[WHQGHG�IDPLO\��RU�PXOWL�IDPLOLDU��5REOHV�

	�0HQGR]D���������7KH�UHFHQWO\�H[FDYDWHG�UHVLGHQFHV�

LQ�$W]RPSD�VKHG�OLJKW�RQ�WKH�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�DFWXDO�

FRQ¿JXUDWLRQ��GLVWULEXWLRQ��VL]HV�DQG�VFDOHV�RI�SDODFHV��

LQ�FRQWUDVW�ZLWK�ZKDW�ZDV�LQWHUSUHWHG�\HDUV�DJR�E\�&DVR��

������0DUFXV��������SS������:LQWHU�������SS����������DQG�

RWKHUV��&DVD�GH�2ULHQWH��&DVD�GH�ORV�$OWDUHV��UH�H[FDYDWHG�

E\�WKH�FXUUHQW�$W]RPSD�3URMHFW��DQG�&DVD�GHO�6XU�DUH�DPRQJ�

WKH�QHZO\�LQYHVWLJDWHG�KLJK�VWDWXV�KRXVHV���)LJXUH������

3DUWLDOO\�H[FDYDWHG�E\�-RUJH�5��$FRVWD��&DVD�GH�2ULHQWH�DQG�

$OWDUHV�KDYH�EHHQ�IRXQG�WR�EH�PRUH�FRPSOH[�DQG�FRPSOHWH�

WKDQ�RULJLQDOO\�LQWHUSUHWHG��7KH�EDVLF�FRPSRQHQWV�RI�D�

SDODFH�ZHUH�GH¿QHG�WKURXJK�H[FDYDWLRQV�E\�WKH�$W]RPSD�

3URMHFW��IHDWXUHV�VXFK�DV�SDWLRV��URRPV��VSHFLDOL]HG�DFWLYLW\�

DUHDV��SRWWHU\�PDNLQJ���VHUYLFH�VWUXFWXUHV��WHPD]FDO��VZHDW�

EDWK���VPDOO�EDOO�FRXUW��DQG�WKH�IDPLO\�WHPSOH��5REOHV�DQG�

0HQGR]D��������SS��������WKH�ODWWHU�GH¿QHG�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�

SHUPDQHQW�FRQVWUXFWLRQV�IRU�WKH�SHUIRUPDQFH�RI�D�SULYDWH�

ULWXDO�OLIH�

Figure 17.4.

Architectural plans of Residences Casa de Oriente and Casa de los Altare at Atzompa, Oaxaca, Mexico. (Atzompa 

Archaeological Project Archive).
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Public/Private rituals 

,W�KDG�EHHQ�XQGHUVWRRG�WKDW�S\UDPLG�VKDSHG�EXLOGLQJV�

ZHUH�GHGLFDWHG� WR� VHYHUDO� FXOWV� LQ�0RQWH�$OEiQ�DQG�

0HVRDPHULFD��3\UDPLGV�WKHQ�ZHUH�LQWHUSUHWHG�DV�WHPSOHV��

KRZHYHU�� LQ� WKH�FLW\�FHQWHUV� WKHUH�ZDV�D�PL[�RI�ERWK�

S\UDPLGV�DQG�ORZ�RQH�VWRU\�EXLOGLQJV��D�IDFW�WKDW�JLYHV�XV�

WKH�LGHD�RI�GRPHVWLF�DUFKLWHFWXUH�PL[HG�ZLWK�WKDW�GHYRWHG�WR�

WKH�JRGV��WKHLU�SURSHU�SDUDSKHUQDOLD�IRU�FROOHFWLYH�ZRUVKLS�

DQG�SXEOLF�FHUHPRQLHV��$W�WKH�&HQWUDO�3OD]D�RI�0RQWH�

$OEiQ�DQG�XS�WR�WKH�1RUWK�DQG�6RXWK�3ODWIRUPV�ZH�¿QG�

PRUH�WKDQ�WZHQW\�GL൵HUHQW�WHPSOHV��JURXSHG�LQ�WKUHH�PDLQ�

VDFUHG�VSDFHV��WKH�0DLQ�3OD]D��WKH�1RUWK�3ODWIRUP�DQG�WKH�

6RXWK�3ODWIRUP��7KHUH�LV�QR�TXHVWLRQ�WKDW�WKH�0DLQ�3OD]D�

ZDV�WKH�FHQWHU�RI�=DSRWHF�ULWXDO�OLIH��7KLV�KXJH�SOD]D�LV�WKH�

PRVW�VDFUHG�VSDFH��VXUURXQGHG�E\�JHRPHWULFDOO\�GH¿QHG�

OLQHV�RI�EXLOGLQJV�DW�WKH�(DVW�:HVW�OLPLWV��ZLWK�WKUHH�FHQWUDO�

S\UDPLGV���)LJXUH�������7KH�RSHQ�VSDFH�LV�RI�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�

�������VTXDUH�PHWHUV��D�YHU\�JHQHURXV�DUHD�WKDW�HDVLO\�FRXOG�

KROG�DERXW�WZHQW\�WKRXVDQG�SHRSOH�LQ�RFFDVLRQDO�PDVVLYH�

FHUHPRQLHV�IRU�ORFDO�DQG�YLVLWLQJ�SDUWLFLSDQWV��+RZHYHU��

HDFK�FHUHPRQLDO�EXLOGLQJ�LQFOXGHV�D�GH¿QHG�VSDFH�WKDW�

FRXOG�VHUYH�IRU�D�SXEOLF�EXW��YHU\�VHOHFW�DWWHQGDQFH��(DFK�RI�

WKHP�FRXOG�KROG�D�JDWKHULQJ�RI�DW�OHDVW�RQH�WKRXVDQG�SHRSOH�

IRU�WKHLU�FXOW��JRRG�H[DPSOHV�RI�WKRVH�DUH�WKH�&RPSOH[�,9�

DQG�&RPSOH[�0��ZLWK�WKHLU�RZQ�FRQ¿QHG�\DUGV�DQG�VWDLUV�

WKDW�FRXOG�UHFHLYH�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�QXPEHU�RI�SHRSOH��

Figure 17.5.

The Great Plaza at Monte Albán, Oaxaca, Mexico. View 

from South to North. (Atzompa Archaeological Project 

Archive).

2WKHU�LPSRUWDQW�FHUHPRQLDO�VSDFHV�LQFOXGH�WKH�WZR�

PDLQ�FRQVWUXFWLRQV�GHOLPLWLQJ�WKH�3OD]D�DQG�WKH�WZR�PRVW�

LPSRUWDQW�S\UDPLG�VKDSH�SODWIRUPV��1RUWK�DQG�6RXWK���

FRQVWUXFWLRQV�WKDW�UHSUHVHQW�DQ�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�FRPPLWPHQW�

RI�KXPDQ�HQHUJ\��7KHVH�JDYH�DFFHVV�WR�DQ�XSSHU�OHYHO�

RI�WHPSOHV��$W����DQG����PHWHUV�KLJK�UHVSHFWLYHO\��WKHVH�

ERXQGDU\�SODWIRUPV�VXSSRUWHG�D�QXPEHU�RI�WHPSOHV�WKDW�

ZHUH�EXLOW�DERYH�WKH�3OD]D��ZKHUH�WKHLU�KHLJKW�JDYH�WKH�

GHVLUHG�H൵HFW�RI�D�GUDPDWLF�FKDQJH�RI�VFDOH��$OWKRXJK�

ZH�VWLOO�GR�QRW�NQRZ�PXFK�DERXW�WKH�DFWXDO�FHUHPRQLHV��

DUFKDHRORJ\�KDV�SURYLGHG�D�QXPEHU�RI�H൶JLHV�IRXQG�RYHU�

VHYHUDO�\HDUV�RI�UHVHDUFK��&RFLMR�KDV�WKH�VWURQJHVW�SUHVHQFH�

DPRQJ�WKH�H൶JLHV��+H�UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�5DLQ�*RG��ZDWHU��DQG�

OLJKWLQJ��+LV�LPSRUWDQFH�DQG�FRQVWDQW�SUHVHQFH�DORQJ�WKH�

OLIH�RI�0RQWH�$OEiQ�JRHV�DFFRUGLQJO\�ZLWK�7ODORF��WKH�5DLQ�

*RG�IRU�7HRWLKXDFDQ�DQG�ODWHU�VLWHV�LQ�WKH�FHQWUDO�%DVLQ�RI�

0H[LFR��DQG�&KDDF��VDPH�JRG�DPRQJ�WKH�0D\D���)LJXUH�

�����

Figure 17.6. 

(৽J\�YHVVHO�RI�&RFLMR��WKH�0RQWH�$OEiQ¶V�5DLQ�*RG��

excavated at Atzompa, Oaxaca, Mexico. (Atzompa 

Archaeological Project Archive).
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$OVR�WKH�-DJXDU�DQG�WKH�%DW�ZHUH�SURWHFWLYH�GHLWLHV�WKDW�

SHUPHDWH�ERWK�ULWXDO�DQG�GDLO\�=DSRWHF�OLIH��,W�KDV�EHHQ�

VXJJHVWHG�WKDW��WKH�FLW\�ZDV�RULJLQDOO\�QDPHG��WKH�-DJXDU�V�

+LOO��WKDW�KRZHYHU��KDV�QRW�EHHQ�SURYHQ��7KH�LPSRUWDQFH�

RI�WKH�-DJXDU�DPRQJ�WKH�=DSRWHFV�LV�UHÀHFWHG�LQ�WKH�PDQ\�

IHOLQH�WUDLWV�WKDW�DSSHDU�LQ�WKH�RULJLQDO�DUW��DV�HDUO\�DV�0RQWH�

$OEiQ�,�RU�����%&�LQ�FHUDPLFV�DQG�FDUYHG�VWRQHV��,WV�LPDJH�

ZDV�OLQNHG�WR�WKH�SRZHU�RI�HDUWK�DQG�LWV�IHUWLOLW\��DQG�LWV�

URDU�ZDV�FRQVLGHUHG�WKH�YRLFH�RI�WKH�PRXQWDLQ��$�IDPRXV�

-DJXDU�¿JXUH�ZDV�IRXQG�MXVW�RXWVLGH�WKH�3OD]D��DV�LW�ZDV�

OLNHO\�GLVFDUGHG�DIWHU�LWV�XVHIXO�OLIH��GXULQJ�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�

3UHFODVVLF�SHULRG��DURXQG�����%�&������$�'�����)LJXUH�

�����

Figure 17.7. 

0RQXPHQWDO�-DJXDU�H৽J\��$�FHUDPLF�PDVWHUSLHFH�IURP�

Monte Albán, Oaxaca, Mexico. (National Museum of 

Anthropology, INAH).

7KH� %DW� LV� DQ� HDUO\� JRG� OLQNHG� WR� GDUNQHVV� DQG�

NQRZOHGJH��7KH�PRVW�IDPRXV�RI�LWV�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV��D�

JUHHQ�MDGH�PRVDLF�RI����DUWLFXODWHG�SLHFHV�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�

WKH�%DW�ZDV�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�&HQWUDO�3OD]D��MXVW�RXWVLGH�WKH�

FHQWUDO�DGRUDWRU\��QHDU�0RXQG�,,��$FRVWD����������)LJXUH�

������7KH�WKUHH�GHLWLHV��&RFLMR��-DJXDU��DQG�%DW�ZHUH�

SHUPDQHQW�LPDJHV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�OLIH�RI�WKH�JUHDW�FLW\��

5HFHQW�H[FDYDWLRQV�LQ�$W]RPSD�KDG�VKRZQ�WKH�UHFXUUHQFH�

RI�WKH�-DJXDU�GXULQJ�WKH�ODWH�&ODVVLF��DVVRFLDWHG�WR�WKH�PRVW�

SURPLQHQW�WHPSOH��5REOHV��HW�DO���������7KLV�PHDQV�WKDW�DOO�

DURXQG�0RQWH�$OEiQ��D�VKDUHG�LFRQRJUDSK\��RU�WKH�VKDULQJ�

RI�YDOXHV�DQG�VDFUHG�GHLWLHV�LV�HYLGHQW�

Figure 17.8. 

The Bat God, a jade and sea-shell assembled piece from 

Monte Albán, Oaxaca. México. (National Museum of 

Anthropology, INAH).
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Elite Tombs

7KH�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�FRQWH[WV�ZKHUH�ULWXDOV�DUH�FOHDUO\�

DVVRFLDWHG�WR�UHOLJLRQ�ZLWKRXW�GRXEW�DUH�WKH�WRPEV��)XQHUDU\�

FKDPEHUV�DW�0RQWH�$OEiQ�DUH�IRU�DUFKDHRORJ\�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�

VRXUFHV�IRU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�VRFLDO�VWUDWL¿FDWLRQ��DV�WKH\�FDUU\�

GLVWLQJXLVKLQJ�VRFLDO�PDUNHUV��7KH\�DOORZ�XV�VHH�VRFLDO�

classes, mortuary rituals, gendered treatments, associated 

WHFKQRORJLHV�DQG�SDUDSKHUQDOLD��EHVLGHV�PDQ\�RWKHU�DVSHFWV�

RI�ULWXDO�OLIH�DV�ZHOO�DV�GDWD�RQ�VH[��GLHW��KHDOWK�GLVHDVHV��

GHSRVLWLRQ�SDWWHUQV�DQG�DVVRFLDWHG�DUFKLWHFWXUH�

7KH�FORVH�WR�����WRPEV�H[FDYDWHG�WKURXJKRXW�0RQWH�

$OEiQ�RYHU�LWV�SHULRG�RI�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�RI�

PRUH�WKDQ�QLQHW\�\HDUV��WDNLQJ�LQWR�DFFRXQW�WKDW�'U��$OIRQVR�

&DVR�VWDUWHG�H[FDYDWLQJ�WRPEV�VLQFH�������KDG�JLYHQ�

DUFKDHRORJLVWV�DQG�ELR�DUFKDHRORJLVWV�WKH��H[WUDRUGLQDU\�

RSSRUWXQLW\�RI�RUGHULQJ�GDWD�LQ�GL൵HUHQW�NLQGV�RI�FDWHJRULHV�

VXFK�DV�VKDSH��DUFKLWHFWXUH��GHFRUDWLRQ��SHULRG��IXQHUDU\�

R൵HULQJV��GLVHDVHV��WR�QDPH�VRPH�SRVVLELOLWLHV��5XEtQ�GH�OD�

%RUEROOD��������%HUQDO��������0iUTXH]�\�*RQ]iOH]��������

5REOHV�	�0HQGR]D�LELG���+LJHOLQ�HW�DO��������

7RPEV�XQGRXEWHGO\�GLUHFW�XV�WR�HYLGHQFH�RI�D�VWUDWL¿HG�

VRFLHW\��DFFRUGLQJO\�IURP�WKH�IXQHUDU\�WUHDWPHQW�ZH�FDQ�

discern a cosmogony, social classes, and roles played in 

VRFLHW\��0RQWH�$OEiQ�WRPEV�ZHUH�ORFDWHG�XQGHU�KRXVHV��

SUHIHUDEO\�XQGHU� WKH� FHQWUDO� SDWLRV�� VKRZLQJ� D� FOHDU�

UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�OLIH�GHDWK�F\FOH��ZLWK�WKH�OLYLQJ�FDULQJ�

IRU�WKHLU�GHDG��(YHU\�FKURQRORJLFDO�SHULRG�LQ�WKH�FLW\�KDG�

LWV�RZQ�IHDWXUHV��DFFRUGLQJ�ZLWK�3DGGRFN���������WRPEV�

IURP�HDUO\�SHULRG�,�ZHUH�³OLWWOH�PRUH�WKDQ�VWRQH�RU�DGREH�

ER[HV�´�7RPEV�IURP�SHULRG�,,�KDG��IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH��SHDNHG�

RU�YDXOWHG�URRIV�DQG�VLGH�QLFKHV��IHDWXUHV�WKDW�UHPDLQHG�

IRU�VXEVHTXHQW�SHULRGV��3HULRG�,,,�WRPEV�ZHUH�WKH�PRVW�

DGYDQFHG�LQ�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�WHUPV��QRW�RQO\�ODUJHU�LQ�VL]H��

EXW�VRPH�ZLWK�VFXOSWHG�GHFRUDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�IDoDGHV�DQG�

PXUDO�SDLQWLQJV�LQ�WKH�LQWHULRUV��3DGGRFN�������������7KH�

&ODVVLF����������$'��LV�WKH�EHVW�NQRZQ�SHULRG�IRU�EXULDOV�

DQG�WRPEV�DW�WKH�FLW\��HDUOLHU�IXQHUDU\�FRQWH[WV�DUH�XVXDOO\�

FRYHUHG�E\�VXEVHTXHQW�EXLOGLQJV��RU�HYHQ�UHPRYHG�LQ�ODWHU�

WLPHV�

7RPEV�����DQG�����LQ�0RQWH�$OEiQ��DV�ZHOO�DV�WRPE�

����LQ�$W]RPSD�JLYH�WKH�EHVW�H[DPSOHV�RI�HOLWH�WRPEV��

$OO�WKUHH�RI�WKHP�ZHUH�EXLOW�DQG�XVHG�GXULQJ�WKH�ODWH�

&ODVVLF�RU�0RQWH�$OEiQ�,,,E�,9����������$'���SURYLGLQJ�

XQLTXH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�H[DPLQH�WKH�YLVLEOH�SDWWHUQ�RI�HOLWH�

WUHDWPHQWV�RI�WKH�ODWHVW�SHULRG��

7RPEV�����DQG�����KDYH�EHHQ�ZLGHO\�NQRZQ�LQ�WKH�

OLWHUDWXUH��HDFK�RI�WKHP�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�WKH�PRVW�H[TXLVLWH�

PXUDOV�WKDW�DFFRPSDQ\�WKH�GHDG��DQG�ZHUH�GHYRWHG�WR�KLJK�

UDQNLQJ�SHUVRQV��SHUKDSV�UXOHUV�RI�WKH�FLW\��'H�OD�)XHQWH��

������&DVR��������3DGGRFN���������7KH�PXUDO�V�PRWLYHV�

UHODWH�WR�ZRUVKLSLQJ��SURFHVVLRQV��SULHVWV��RU�SHUIRUPLQJ�

ULWXDO�DFWLYLWLHV�LQ�D�UHDOLVWLF�VW\OH��+RZHYHU��7RPE������

ORFDWHG� LQ�$W]RPSD�� LQ� VHYHUDO�ZD\V�EURNH�ZLWK� WKH�

SDWWHUQ�HYLGHQFHG�DW�0RQWH�$OEiQ��QRW�RQO\�LQ�WKH�IRUPDO�

DUFKLWHFWXUH��EXW�DUWLVWLFDOO\�DV�ZHOO��7KLV�IXQHUDU\�FKDPEHU�

ZDV�EXLOW�XQGHU�D�S\UDPLG�VKDSH�EDVHPHQW�FRQVWUXFWHG�DV�D�

SDUW�RI�WKH�PRUWXDU\�FRQWH[W�DWWDFKHG�WR�WKH�PDLQ�UHVLGHQFH�

RU�&DVD�GH� ORV�$OWDUHV�� ,QVLGH�� LW�KHOG� WKUHH� IXQHUDU\�

FKDPEHUV�ZKRVH�HQWUDQFHV�ZHUH�GLVWULEXWHG�DORQJ�D�VWDLU�

FXEH��DOWKRXJK�HDFK�ZDV�EXLOW�DQG�XVHG�LQ�GL൵HUHQW�WLPHV��

&KDPEHU���FRQWDLQHG�DQ�LQWDFW�EXULDO�RI�WZR�LQGLYLGXDOV�

�PDOH�DQG�IHPDOH��LQ�SULPDU\�FRQWH[W��DQG�RQH�RI�WKH�EHVW�

VHWV�RI�DFFRPSDQ\LQJ�XUQV�RU�H൶J\�YHVVHOV�FRPSRVHG�RI�

WKH���(DUWKTXDNH��2FKR�7HPEORU��DQG�/DG\�:DWHU��6HxRUD�

$JXD��H൶JLHV��DQG�WZR�H[TXLVLWH�SRO\FKURPH�¿JXUHV�

�5REOHV��3DFKHFR�DQG�2OYHUD����������)LJXUH�����$���%�

&KDPEHU���ZDV�D�VLPSOH�ER[�VKDSH�FKDPEHU��ZLWK�

ÀDW�URRI�DQG�QR�QLFKHV��+RZHYHU��LWV�MDPEV�DQG�LQWHUQDO�

ZDOOV�DUH�FRYHUHG�ZLWK�PXUDOV�GHSLFWLQJ�DEVWUDFW�DUW��7KH�

DEVWUDFW�PRWLIV�UHIHU�WR�WKH�(DUWK�0RQVWHU��DQG�HYRNH�WKH�

EDOOFRXUW�V�SODQ��*UHDW�PRRQ�FLUFOHV�DUH�WKH�FHQWUDO�PRWLIV��

DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�ZKDW�FRXOG�EH�D�MDJXDU�V�SDZSULQWV��
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Figure 17.9A. 

$UFKLWHFWXUDO�SUR¿OH�RI�WKH�7RPE�����PRXQG�DQG�LQWHULRU�FKDPEHUV�IURP�$W]RPSD��2D[DFD��0p[LFR���$W]RPSD�

Archaeological Project Archive).

Figure 17.9B 

The 242 funerary mound in relation to the residence Casa de los Altares at Atzompa, Oaxaca, México. (Atzompa 

Archaeological Project Archive).

PLAZA B
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$ORQJ�WKH�ZDOOV��OLNH�LQ�0RQWH�$OEiQ��WKHUH�LV�D�FOHDU�OLQH�

GLYLGLQJ�WKH�XSSHU�DQG�ORZHU�ZRUOGV��7KLV�FKDPEHU�KDG�

GHSLFWLRQV�RI�FDOHQGDU�QDPHV�RQ�WKH�EDFN�ZDOO�WKDW�ZHUH�

LQWHQWLRQDOO\�HUDVHG�LQ�ODWHU�WLPHV��7KH�WRPE�ZDV�HPSWLHG�

DQG�YDQGDOL]HG�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�LWV�XVH���)LJXUH������$����%�

&KDPEHU���ZDV�EXLOW�DERYH�&KDPEHU����$�ODUJH�IXQHUDU\�

FRQVWUXFWLRQ�ZLWK�H[TXLVLWH�YDXOWHG�URRI�DQG�ODUJH�VLGH�

QLFKHV��IURP�WKH�IDoDGH�WKHUH�DUH�WKH�WZR�MDPEV��EXW�WKH�

UHVW�ZDV�LQWHQWLRQDOO\�GHVWUR\HG��,I�WKH�FKDPEHU�ZDV�HYHU�

XVHG�LV�XQNQRZQ��DV�LQ�WKH�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�FRQWH[W�WKHUH�

ZHUH�RQO\�PLQRU�YHVWLJHV�+RZHYHU��LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKH�IXQHUDU\�

WUDGLWLRQV��&KDPEHU���ZDV�EXLOW�DERYH�&KDPEHU����$�ODUJH�

IXQHUDU\�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�ZLWK�H[TXLVLWH�YDXOWHG�URRI�DQG�ODUJH�

Figure 17.10A.

,QWHULRU�RI�WKH�7RPE������&KDPEHU���VWRQH�FRQVWUXFWHG�

walls and vaulted roof. Atzompa, Oaxaca, Mexico. 

(Atzompa Archaeological Project Archive).

Figure 17.10B. 

Interior of the Tomb 242. Chamber 2 mural paintings on 

ballgame motifs. Atzompa, Oaxaca, Mexico. (Atzompa 

Archaeological Project Archive).

VLGH�QLFKHV��IURP�WKH�IDoDGH�WKHUH�DUH�WKH�WZR�MDPEV��EXW�

WKH�UHVW�ZDV�LQWHQWLRQDOO\�GHVWUR\HG��,I�WKH�FKDPEHU�ZDV�

HYHU�XVHG�LV�XQNQRZQ��DV�LQ�WKH�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�FRQWH[W�

WKHUH�ZHUH�RQO\�PLQRU�YHVWLJHV�+RZHYHU��LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKH�

IXQHUDU\�WUDGLWLRQV��WKH�����7RPE�LQ�$W]RPSD�UHSUHVHQWV�D�

QHZ�FRQFHSW�ERWK�LQ�DUFKLWHFWXUH�DQG�PRUWXDU\�V\VWHPV�IRU�

WKH�FLW\��,W�LV�WKH�¿UVW�H[DPSOH�RI�D�IRUPDO�S\UDPLG�VKDSH�

EDVHPHQW�DQG�WHPSOH�GHYRWHG�WR�WKH�IXQHUDU\�DVSHFW�RI�D�

IDPLO\��RU�OLQHDJH��WKDW�ZDV�VWLOO�RFFXS\LQJ�WKH�SURSHU�KRXVH�

RI�WKH�&DVD�GH�ORV�$OWDUHV�UHVLGHQFH�

)XQHUDU\�8UQV��

$OVR�NQRZQ�DV�H൶J\�YHVVHOV�RU�DFFRPSDQ\LQJ�XUQV��

WKHVH�DUH�XQLTXH�SLHFHV�RI�DUW�FKDUDFWHUL]H�WKH�PRUWXDU\�

V\VWHP�LQ�0RQWH�$OEiQ��7KH�FRQFHSW�RI�WKH�GHDG�QHHGLQJ�

WR�EH�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�WKHLU�WDQJLEOH�JRRGV��VXFK�DV�FDUU\LQJ�

IRRG�DQG�OLTXLGV�IRU�WKHLU�SDVVLQJ�WR�WKH�XQGHUZRUOG��LV�

FOHDUO\�VKRZQ�LQ�WKH�IXQHUDU\�XUQV�DQG�WKHLU�FRQWH[WV��

$�FKURQRORJLFDO�VHTXHQFH�RI�WKHVH�REMHFWV�ZDV�R൵HUHG�

E\�$OIRQVR�&DVR�DQG�%HUQDO�DV�HDUO\�DV�������IURP�KLV�
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ZRUNV�ERWK�LQ�FHUDPLFV�DQG�VSHFL¿FDOO\�LQ�XUQV�ZH�NQRZ�

DERXW�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�RUQDPHQWDO�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV��8UQV�

ZHUH�EDVLFDOO\�FRQWDLQHUV�IRU�OLTXLGV�RU�VRPHWLPHV�IRRG�RU�

EXUQHG�R൵HULQJV��DV�WKH\�PHDQW�WR�DFFRPSDQ\�WKH�GHFHDVHG��

7KH\�ZHUH�KHDYLO\�RUQDPHQWHG�ZLWK�H൶JLHV�DQG�JRGV¶�

WUDLWV��6RPHWLPHV�WKH\�UHSUHVHQW�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�RUQDPHQWV��

FORWKLQJ��DQG��DERYH�DOO��LGHQWLI\LQJ�LFRQRJUDSKLF�WUDLWV��

3HUKDSV�GXULQJ�WKH�SHULRG�,,,E�,9��$W]RPSD�ZDV�D�VLWH�RI�

WKH�SURGXFWLRQ�RI�WKHVH�H[TXLVLWH�REMHFWV��DV�ZH�IRXQG��

EHVLGHV���(DUWKTXDNH��D�JUHDW�YDULHW\�RI�¿QHO\�PDGH�XUQV�

DW�WKLV�XUEDQ�FHQWHU��D�WRZQ�WKDW�VWLOO�WRGD\�LV�GHGLFDWHG�WR�

WKH�SURGXFWLRQ�RI�ODUJH�DPRXQWV�RI�SRWWHU\�YHVVHOV�DQG�¿QH�

FOD\�MHZHOU\��$�UDUH�XUQ���EHDXWLIXO�DQG�LOOXVWUDWLYH�RI�WKH�

FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�LFRQRJUDSKLF�WUDLWV���LV�D�MDJXDU�VHUSHQW�

HDJOH��DQG�SRVVLEO\�SKHDVDQW��IDLViQ��H൶J\�YHVVHO�IRXQG�LQ�

D�GRPHVWLF�FRQWH[W�DW�$W]RPSD��)LJXUH����������������7KH�

FKDOOHQJLQJ�LFRQRJUDSK\�RI�WKH�REMHFW�VKRZV�WKH�LPSOLFLW�

need of mixing deities in protecting supernatural beings 

LQ�RUGHU�WR�JHW�WKH�PRVW�VHFXULW\�LQ�WKH�DIWHUZRUOG��,Q�WKLV�

VHQVH��$W]RPSD�LV�VWLOO�D�WUHPHQGRXV�VRXUFH�RI�LFRQRJUDSKLF�

NQRZOHGJH�DQG�D�OLYLQJ�FHQWHU�RI�DQFLHQW�SRWWHU\�WHFKQLTXHV�

Residences. 

$� UHFHQW� SXEOLFDWLRQ� �5REOHV�	�0HQGR]D�� ������

UHSRUWHG� DQ� XSGDWHG� YHUVLRQ� RI� HOHPHQWV� RI� XUEDQ�

UHVLGHQFHV��&RQWUDU\�WR�WKH�HDUOLHU�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV�DOUHDG\�

FLWHG��0DUFXV��������:LQWHU��������RQ�WKH�VL]HV�DQG�IRUPDO�

DUFKLWHFWXUH�RI�XSSHU�FODVV�KRXVHV��ZH�DUJXH�WKDW�WKRVH�KDG�

JUHDWHU�FRPSOH[LW\�LQ�DUFKLWHFWXUH��VKDSH�DQG�IXQFWLRQV�

WKDQ�SUHYLRXVO\�EHOLHYHG��7ZR�PDLQ�UHVLGHQFHV�DW�$W]RPSD�

�&DVD�GH�2ULHQWH�DQG�&DVD�GH�ORV�$OWDUHV��VKRZHG�QRYHO�

SDWWHUQV�DQG�HOHPHQWV� WKDW�KDG�QRW�EHHQ�GRFXPHQWHG�

EHIRUH��VXFK�DV�WKH�FRH[LVWHQFH�RI�WZR�RU�PRUH�KRXVHV�LQ�

WKH�VDPH�FRPSRXQG��VHUYLFH�KRXVHV���WKH�FOHDU�DWWDFKPHQW�

RI�VPDOO�EDOO�FRXUWV��IDPLO\�VL]H����DQG�WKH�IDPLO\�WHPSOH��

FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�WKDW�VKRZ�XV�WKH�QHHG�WKH\�KDG�IRU�WKH

Figure 17.11. 

-DJXDU�6HUSHQW�(DJOH�H৽J\�YHVVHO�IURP�$W]RPSD��2D[DFD��

Mexico. (Atzompa Archaeological Project Archive).

Figure 17.12. 

7KH�IXQHUDU\�(LJKW�(DUWKTXDNH�H৽J\�YHVVHO��H[FDYDWHG�DW�

Chamber 3, Tomb 242, from Atzompa, Oaxaca, Mexico. 

(Atzompa Archaeological Project Archive).
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SHUIRUPDQFH�RI�SULYDWH��IDPLO\��ULWXDOV�DQG�ZRUVKLSLQJ��DV�

RSSRVHG�WR�WKH�SXEOLF�FHUHPRQLHV�SHUIRUPHG�LQ�WKH�RSHQ�

DUHDV�WHPSOHV��

7KHVH�WZR�PDLQ�UHVLGHQFHV��DQG�&DVD�GHO�6XU��FXUUHQWO\�

XQGHU�H[FDYDWLRQ��KDYH�VKRZQ�WKHLU�XQGHQLDEOH�UHODWLRQVKLS�

ZLWK�EDOOFRXUWV��SHUKDSV�IRU�SULYDWH�ULWXDOV�DQG�RU�WUDLQLQJ��

/HW�XV�UHPHPEHU�WKDW�WKH�UHVLGHQFH�RI�7RPE�����DW�0RQWH�

$OEiQ�LV�DOVR�VSDWLDOO\�UHODWHG�WR�ZKDW�KDG�EHHQ�FDOOHG�

³VPDOO�MXHJR�GH�SHORWD´��D�IDPLO\�WHPSOH�LQVLGH�WKH�PDLQ�

KRXVH��DQG�KRXVHV�DURXQG��VLPLODUO\�WR�WKRVH�H[FDYDWHG�LQ�

$W]RPSD��7KLV�H[SRVHV�DQ�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�DQG�GLVWULEXWLYH�

SDWWHUQ�LQVLGH�WKH�UHVLGHQFHV�DV�ZHOO�DV�RXWVLGH�DUHDV�DQG�

IDFLOLWLHV�WKDW�KDG�QRW�EHHQ�UHFRJQL]HG�EHIRUH��7KXV��HOLWH�

KRXVHV�DW�0RQWH�$OEiQ�UHYHDO�EHLQJ�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�PRUH�

FRPSOH[�WKDQ�LPDJLQHG�LQ�SUHYLRXV�UHVHDUFK��

Preliminary conclusions 

$V� D� ILQDO� WKRXJKW�� WKH� UHODWLRQVKLS� EHWZHHQ�

monumentality in constructions and settings are clearly tied 

WR�SXEOLF�ULWXDO�OLIH�LQ�0RQWH�$OEiQ��7KHUH�DUH��KRZHYHU��

DW�WKH�OHYHO�RI�HOLWH�UHVLGHQFHV��FOHDU�VLJQV�RI�D�SULYDWH�

FRXQWHUSDUW��D�YHU\�DFWLYH�DQG�SHUPDQHQW�IDPLO\�OHYHO�RU�

SULYDWH�ULWXDO�OLIH�SHUIRUPHG�DW�WKH�IDPLO\�WHPSOHV��5LWXDOLW\�

IRU� WKH�GHDG� LPSOLHG� WKH�PRGLILFDWLRQ�RI� WKH�KRXVH¶V�

GLVWULEXWLRQ�DQG�WHPSRUDULO\�IXQFWLRQ��GXH�WR�WKH�IXQHUDU\�

ULWXDOV�WKDW�ZHUH�SHUIRUPHG�LQVLGH�WKH�KRXVH��DW�WKH�WRPEV¶�

SDWLRV�DQG�FKDPEHUV�LQ�0RQWH�$OEiQ��7RPE�����DW�$W]RPSD�

EURNH�WKDW�SDWWHUQ�DQG�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�DQ�HQWLUH�S\UDPLG�

VKDSH�EDVHPHQW�ZDV�EXLOW�RQ�WRS�RI�WKH�IXQHUDU\�FKDPEHUV��

VHSDUDWH�IURP�WKH�SURSHU�KRXVH�

7KH�UHFHQW�GLVFRYHULHV�DW�$W]RPSD�ZLOO�WHOO�XV�D�ORW�

PRUH�RQ�HOLWH�SULYLOHJHV�DW�0RQWH�$OEiQ�WKDQ�ZH�HYHU�NQHZ�

EHIRUH�
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