
191

16
(DUO\�2OPHF�/DQGVFDSH�8UEDQLVP

Ann Cyphers
8QLYHUVLGDG�1DFLRQDO�$XWyQRPD�GH�0p[LFR

F\SKHUV#XQDP�P[

7KH�HDUO\�2OPHF�KDG�D�VHWWOHPHQW�SUHIHUHQFH�IRU�LVODQGV�LQ�WKH�FRDVWDO�SODLQV�RI�0H[LFR¶V�VRXWKHUQ�

Gulf Coast. Taken in conjunction with the symbolically charged monumental art and architecture, this 

preference suggests that the Olmec built landscape was created as nested levels of material replicas of a 

basic cosmic notion that was crucial to reinforcing their beliefs, behaviors and values. The layers of the 

central Olmec metaphor revolve around the reproduction of the “sacred mountain” notion at several scales. 

7KH�QHVWHG�OHYHOV�RI�WKH�VDFUHG�PHWDSKRU�ZLOO�EH�GLVFXVVHG�VWDUWLQJ�ZLWK�VPDOO�ORZ�DUWL¿FLDO�PRXQGV�EXLOW�

in the wetlands for subsistence purposes, followed by the San Lorenzo Island, then the Great Plateau of 

6DQ�/RUHQ]R�DQG�¿QDOO\��LQ�VSHFL¿F�ZRUNV�RI�DUW�

Los olmecas tempranos tenían cierta preferencia para asentarse en islas posicionadas en las llanuras 

costeras de la costa sur del Golfo de México. Tomada en conjunto con el simbolismo de la arquitectura y 

algunos ejemplares de arte monumental, esta preferencia sugiere que el paisaje construido de los olmecas 

de San Lorenzo se creó como niveles empalmados de réplicas materiales de una noción cósmica básica 

que fortalecía sus creencias, comportamientos y valores.  Los niveles de la metáfora central olmeca gira 

en torno a la reproducción del concepto de “montaña ” en diferentes escalas, desde los islotes construidos 

HQ�ORV�KXPHGDOHV�SDUD�¿QHV�GH�VXEVLVWHQFLD��VHJXLGR�SRU�OD�,VOD�GH�6DQ�/RUHQ]R��OXHJR�OD�*UDQ�0HVHWD�GH�

6DQ�/RUHQ]R�\�¿QDOPHQWH��HQ�YDULDV�REUDV�GH�DUWH�

0RUH�WKDQ�D�VHWWLQJ��EDFNGURS�RU�FRQWH[W��JHRJUDSKLFDO�

ORFDWLRQ�DQG�ODQGVFDSHV�LQWHUDFW�ZLWK�VRFLDO�SUDFWLFHV�

DQG�VWUXFWXUHV��QRUPV�DQG�YDOXHV��SRZHU�DQG�LQHTXDOLW\��

GL൵HUHQFH�DQG�GLVWLQFWLRQ��DQG�LQÀXHQFHV�KXPDQ�KLVWRU\�

�*LHU\Q��������6WUDQJ����������/RFDWLRQDO�DVSHFWV�VHUYH�

exclusionary and segregation functions, by keeping out 

DQG�VHWWLQJ�DSDUW�FHUWDLQ�SHRSOH���$V�ZHOO��VSDWLDO�IRUP�

LQÀXHQFHV�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�SROLWLFDO�DQG�HFRQRPLF�

DFWLYLWLHV��,Q�VKRUW��ODQGVFDSH�GHULYHV�IURP�KXPDQ�DFWLRQV�

DQG�LQVWLWXWLRQV�MXVW�DV�LW�SURSLWLDWHV�WKHP���7KH�FRQFHSWV�

LQYROYHG�LQ�VDFUHG�JHRJUDSK\��WKH�EXLOW�HQYLURQPHQW�DQG�WKH�

DQLPDWH�XQLYHUVH�LQ�0HVRDPHULFDQ�WKRXJKW�DUH�H[DPSOHV�

RI�WKLV�G\QDPLF�LQWHUDFWLRQ��'XQQLQJ�DQG�:HDYHU��������

/ySH]�$XVWLQ�DQG�/ySH]�/XMiQ��������6XJL\DPD��������

DPRQJ�RWKHUV��

7KH�2OPHF�FLYLOL]DWLRQ�GHYHORSHG�D�VSHFL¿F�ZD\�RI�

OLIH�RQ�WKH�VRXWKHUQ�*XOI�&RDVW�RI�0H[LFR�DQG�D�SROLWLFDO�

WHUULWRU\� WKDW� ZDV� UXOHG� FRQVHFXWLYHO\� E\� WKH� (DUO\�

3UHFODVVLF�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�VLWH�RI�6DQ�/RUHQ]R��9HUDFUX]��

�����WR������%&��IROORZHG�E\�/D�9HQWD��7DEDVFR��LQ�WKH�

0LGGOH�3UHFODVVLF�����������%&��)LJXUH��������,W�VWDQGV�RXW�

IRU�KDYLQJ�SURGXFHG�DQ�DPD]LQJ�TXDQWLW\�RI�PDJQL¿FHQW�
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�FRVPLF�GHLW\�LQ�WKH�PRQXPHQWDO�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�HDFK�SODFH�

7KH�2OPHF�VHWWOHPHQW�SUHIHUHQFH�IRU�LVODQGV��WDNHQ�LQ�

FRQMXQFWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�V\PEROLFDOO\�FKDUJHG�PRQXPHQWDO�DUW�

DQG�DUFKLWHFWXUH��VXJJHVWV�WKDW�WKH�2OPHF�EXLOW�ODQGVFDSH�

ZDV�FUHDWHG�DV�QHVWHG�OHYHOV�RI�PDWHULDO�UHSOLFDV�RI�D�

EDVLF�FRVPLF�QRWLRQ�WKDW�ZDV�FUXFLDO�WR�UHLQIRUFLQJ�WKHLU�

EHOLHIV��EHKDYLRUV�DQG�YDOXHV��6XFK�QHVWHG�OHYHOV�FRQIRUP�

WR�+RXVWRQ¶V�OD\HUV�RI�UHFLSURFDO�PHWDSKRUV���������7KH�

OD\HUV�RI�WKH�FHQWUDO�2OPHF�PHWDSKRU�UHYROYH�DURXQG�WKH�

VWRQH�VFXOSWXUH�FKDUDFWHULVWLF�RI� WKH�2OPHF�DUW�VW\OH��

D�V\PEROLF�V\VWHP�HQGRUVLQJ�D�VWUDWL¿HG�VRFLHW\�OHG�E\�

KHUHGLWDU\�UXOHUV�EDFNHG�E\�GLYLQH�OHJLWLPDWLRQ��&DVR��

������&RH������D������E��������������������&RYDUUXELDV��

������&\SKHUV������������������E��'LHKO��������'H�OD�

)XHQWH��������*URYH��������/RZH��������DPRQJ�RWKHUV��

+LOOV�DQG�PRXQWDLQV�KROG�D�VSHFLDO�SODFH�LQ�2OPHF�

EHOLHIV��DV�HYLGHQFHG�E\�WKH�VKDSH�RI�WKHLU�FDSLWDO�FLWLHV��

WKH�XQLTXH�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�VLWHV�RI�6DQ�/RUHQ]R��)LJXUH�

������DQG�/D�9HQWD��HDFK�ORFDWHG�RQ�D�ORZ�SURPRQWRU\�VHW�

LQ�WKH�YDVW�VRJJ\�FRDVWDO�SODLQV��7KH�GHOLEHUDWH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�

RI�WKHVH�SROLWLFDO�FDSLWDOV�RQ�WKH�ORZ�KLOO\�WHUUDLQ�RI�LVODQGV�

HPHUJLQJ�IURP�WKH�ZHWODQGV�ZDV�QRW�MXVW�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�

economic considerations but also blended and integrated 

WKH�V\PEROLVP�RI�KLOOV��ZDWHU��IRXQGLQJ�DQFHVWRUV�DQG

Note.�0DS�RI�WKH�VRXWKHUQ�*XOI�&RDVW�RI�0H[LFR�VKRZLQJ�WKH�

ORFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�FRDVWDO�SODLQV�������PDVO���WKH�2OPHF�LVODQG�

FDSLWDOV�RI�6DQ�/RUHQ]R�DQG�/D�9HQWD�DQG�WKH�PDMRU�ULYHUV��

�0DS��*��-LPpQH]��

Figure 16.1. 

Map of the southern Gulf Coast of Mexico.

Note.�7KH�6DQ�/RUHQ]R�,VODQG�LV�DQ�HORQJDWHG�ERG\�RI�ORZ�

WHUUDLQ�VHW�LQ�WKH�ZHWODQGV�RI�WKH�ORZHU�&RDW]DFRDOFRV�GUDLQDJH���

7KUHH�PDMRU�VLWHV�RFFXS\�WKH�LVODQG��WKH�FDSLWDO�RI�6DQ�/RUHQ]R�

DQG�WKH�OHVVHU�FHQWHUV�RI�/RPD�GHO�=DSRWH�DQG�7HQRFKWLWOiQ��7KH�

KLJKHVW�HOHYDWLRQ�FRUUHVSRQGV�WR�6DQ�/RUHQ]R¶V�*UHDW�3ODWHDX�

Figure 16.2. 

The San Lorenzo Island. 

Map: G. Jiménez.
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UHSURGXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�³VDFUHG�PRXQWDLQ´�QRWLRQ�DW�VHYHUDO�

VFDOHV��

,Q�WKH�IROORZLQJ�SDJHV�WKH�QHVWHG�OHYHOV�RI�WKH�VDFUHG�

PHWDSKRU�ZLOO�EH�GLVFXVVHG��,Q�WKH�6DQ�/RUHQ]R�UHJLRQ��

WKH�HDUOLHVW�PDQLIHVWDWLRQ�FRQVLVWV�RI�VPDOO�ORZ�DUWL¿FLDO�

PRXQGV�EXLOW�LQ�WKH�ZHWODQGV�IRU�VXEVLVWHQFH�SXUSRVHV��,WV�

PD[LPXP�H[SUHVVLRQ�LV�WKH�6DQ�/RUHQ]R�,VODQG��IROORZHG�

LQ�PDJQLWXGH�E\�WKH�*UHDW�3ODWHDX�RI�6DQ�/RUHQ]R�GXULQJ�

LWV�DSRJHH��$QRWKHU�OHYHO�LV�UHSUHVHQWHG�E\�VSHFL¿F�ZRUNV�

RI�DUW�

7KH�HDUOLHVW�PDQLIHVWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VDFUHG�PHWDSKRU

7KH�HDUOLHVW�PDQLIHVWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�PHWDSKRU�LV�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�

ZHWODQGV�ORFDWHG�DW�WKH�QRUWKHUQ�HQG�RI�WKH�6DQ�/RUHQ]R�

,VODQG��&\SKHUV�HW�DO����������1XPHURXV�ORZ�HDUWKHQ�

PRXQGV�ZHUH�LQWHQWLRQDOO\�EXLOW�LQ�WKH�VZDPS\�WHUUDLQ�DV�

EDVH�FDPSV�IRU�WKH�H[WUDFWLRQ�DQG�SURGXFWLRQ�RI�VWRUDEOH�

VPRNHG�DTXDWLF�IRRGV�VXFK�DV�¿VK��NH\�IRU�VXUYLYLQJ�FULVLV�

WLPHV�LQ�WKH�ULVN\�FRDVWDO�SODLQV��)LJXUH��������(DFK�RQH�

ZDV�D�VPDOO�VDIH�KDYHQ�DERYH�WKH�ÀRRG�OLQH�WKDW�ZDV�EXLOW�

E\�VHOI�VX൶FLHQW�KRXVHKROGV�DV�D�VWUDWHJLF�WRRO�IRU�WKH�

FDSWXUH�RI�FKDQQHO�UHVRXUFHV�DQG�UHFHVVLRQ�KDUYHVWLQJ�

VWUDWHJLHV�FDSDEOH�RI�REWDLQLQJ�D�KLJK�SURWHLQ�\LHOG�ZLWK�D�

ORZ�ODERU�LQYHVWPHQW��0RVW�RI�WKHVH�PRXQGV�ZHUH�EXLOW�E\�

WKH�HDUOLHVW�IDPLOLHV�WKDW�DUULYHG�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ������������

%&��DV�VXEVLVWHQFH�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH��7KXV��WKHUH�LV�D�VRFLDO�

DQG�V\PEROLF�DVVRFLDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�IRXQGHUV�DQG�WKHVH�

WLQ\�DUWL¿FLDO�LVODQGV��,W�LV�OLNHO\�WKDW�WKHVH�PRXQGV�DUH�

WKH�HDUOLHVW�PDWHULDO�PDQLIHVWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VDFUHG�PRXQWDLQ�

PHWDSKRU�LQ�WKH�2OPHF�ZRUOG��

7KH�VHHGV�RI�VRFLDO�VWUDWL¿FDWLRQ�DUH�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�NLQVKLS�

VWUXFWXUH�RI�WKH�IRXQGHU�IDPLOLHV������������%&��,W�LV�

H[SHFWHG�WKDW�WKH�GHPRJUDSKLF�F\FOH�RI�WKH�KRXVHKROG�DQG�

SURGXFWLRQ�GL൵HUHQWLDOV�FUHDWHG�WUDQVLWRU\�DV\PPHWULHV�RI�

ODERU�DQG�ZHDOWK�LQ�WKHVH�JURXSV�WKDW�ZHUH�PDGH�SHUPDQHQW�

XQGHU�VSHFL¿F�FRQGLWLRQV��VHH�2¶6KHD��������SS��������

1RW�DOO�KRXVHKROGV�ZHUH�FDSDEOH�RI�DFKLHYLQJ�WKH�VDPH

Figure 16.3. 

Seasonal base camps.

                                                  

Note. $UWL¿FLDO�ORZ�PRXQGV�ORFDWHG�LQ�WKH�ZHWODQGV�QRUWK�RI�6DQ�

/RUHQ]R�ZHUH�XVHG�DV�VHDVRQDO�EDVH�FDPSV�IRU�WKH�H[SORLWDWLRQ�

RI�DTXDWLF�UHVRXUFHV�DQG�IRU�WKH�SUHSDUDWLRQ�RI�VPRNHG�IRRGV��

�'UDZLQJ��)��%RWDV��

GHJUHH�RI�DQQXDO�VXEVLVWHQFH�VXFFHVV�GXH�WR�YDULDEOH�OXFN�

DW�¿VKLQJ��KXQWLQJ�DQG�FXOWLYDWLRQ��DQG�WR�WKHLU�SODFH�LQ�WKH�

GRPHVWLF�F\FOH��7KHLU�VXEVLVWHQFH�GH¿FLWV�KDG�WR�EH�FRYHUHG�

E\�WKH�PRUH�VXFFHVVIXO�KRXVHKROGV��KHQFH�JHQHUDWLQJ�

SDWURQ�FOLHQW�UHODWLRQVKLSV��

7KH�IRXQGHU�IDPLOLHV�FRQVWDQWO\�LQYHVWHG�ODERU�LQ�WKHVH�

ORZ�PRXQGV��DFWLRQV�ZKLFK�HVWDEOLVKHG�SURSHUW\�ULJKWV�RYHU�

WKHP�DQG�RYHU�WKH�VXUURXQGLQJ�ZHWODQG�ORFDWLRQV�QHFHVVDU\�

IRU�WKH�SURGXFWLRQ�RI�FULWLFDO�FULVLV�IRRGV��7KLV�EHFDPH�

RQH�RI�WKH�LQLWLDO�EDVHV�IRU�WKH�GL൵HUHQWLDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�

WKH�IRXQGHUV¶�NLQ�DQG�WKRVH�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUULYHG�DW�D�ODWHU�

WLPH��7KH�KHUHGLWDU\�FRQWURO�RYHU�WKHVH�PRXQGV�JDYH�WKH�

¿UVW�IDPLOLHV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�DGYDQWDJH�RYHU�RQH�WKH�PRVW�

LPSRUWDQW�PHDQV�RI�VXEVLVWHQFH�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�WKDW�WKH�

PRXQGV�ZHUH�WKH�LQLWLDO�EDVLV�IRU�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�ULJKWV�EDVHG�

RQ�JHQHDORJLFDO�GLVWDQFH�WR�WKH�IRXQGHUV�DQG�WKHLU�UHDO�RU�

P\WKLFDO�SODFH�RI�RULJLQ��$V�PRUH�SHRSOH�DUULYHG�DW�WKH�

6DQ�/RUHQ]R�,VODQG��RQO\�WKH�IRXQGHUV¶�GHVFHQGDQWV�KDG�

KHUHGLWDU\�ULJKWV�WR�WKH�PRXQGV�DQG�VXUURXQGLQJ�ZHWODQG��
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7KURXJK�WLPH�WKH�JURZWK�DQG�H[SDQVLRQ�RI�WKHVH�IDPLOLHV�

OHG�WR�WKH�IRUPXODWLRQ�DQG�UHIRUPXODWLRQ�RI�FRQFHSWV�RI�

OLQHDJH�DQG�FODQ�FHQWHUHG�RQ�WKH�OHJHQGDU\�IRXQGHUV��ZKR�

EHFDPH�OLQHDJH�HPEOHPV��,Q�WKLV�ZD\��WKH�ZHWODQG�PRXQGV�

ZHUH�PRUH�WKDQ�MXVW�D�PHDQV�WR�FUHDWH�V\PPHWULFDO�ULJKWV�

RYHU�WKH�QDWXUDO�DEXQGDQFH��EXW�DOVR�PD\�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�RQH�

RI�WKH�HDUO\�IRXQGDWLRQV�RI�VRFLRSROLWLFDO�GL൵HUHQWLDWLRQ��

7KHVH�DQFLHQW�PLQLDWXUH�³KLOOV�VXUURXQGHG�E\�ZDWHU´�OLQNHG�

WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�H[FOXVLYH�SURSHUW\�ULJKWV�WR�WKH�IRXQGHUV¶�

IDPLOLHV��ZKLFK�ODWHU�ZRXOG�EHFRPH�WKH�UR\DO�OLQHDJHV��

7KH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�ORZ�ZHWODQG�PRXQGV�ZDV�QRW�

VLPSO\�DQ�DSSURSULDWLRQ�RI�D�JHRJUDSKLF�VSDFH�EXW�DOVR�

LQFOXGHG�WKH�DOWHUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�QDWXUDO�HQYLURQPHQW�IRU�

SUDFWLFDO�DQG�V\PEROLF�UHDVRQV��7KHLU�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�PD\�

EH�FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�RI�D�PRGHO�RI�WKH�2OPHF�

FRVPRV�RQ�D�VPDOO�VFDOH��HDFK�RQH�D�VPDOO�KLOO�VXUURXQGHG�

E\�ZDWHU��HDFK�RQH�D�V\PERO�RI�WKH�SULPRUGLDO�FRVPLF�

PRQVWHU�DQG�VDFUHG�PRXQWDLQ�HPHUJLQJ�IURP�WKH�ZDWHU\�

8QGHUZRUOG��VHH�*LOOHVSLH��������%DVVLH�6ZHHW���������,Q�

WKLV�IDVKLRQ�FRVPRORJ\�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�

RI�H[FOXVLYH�ULJKWV�EDVHG�RQ�GHVFHQW�DQG�¿UVW�RFFXSDWLRQ�

RI�WKH�ZHWODQG�]RQH�DQG�PDWHULDOO\�DQFKRUHG�WKHVH�ULJKWV�

LQ�WKH�KHDUW�RI�WKH�HDUO\�2OPHF�ZRUOG��7KH�LGHQWLW\�RI�WKH�

IRXQGLQJ�IDPLOLHV�DQG�WKHLU�³OLYLQJ�DQFHVWRUV´��VHH�+HOPV��

������ZDV�LPEXHG�LQ�WKH�ZHWODQG�PRXQGV��7KLV�LGHQWLW\�DQG�

LWV�DWWHQGDQW�ULJKWV�ODWHU�EHFDPH�WKH�EDVLV�IRU�DV\PPHWULFDO�

UHODWLRQVKLSV��VRFLRSROLWLFDO�GL൵HUHQFHV�DQG�PRQXPHQWDO�

GHFODUDWLRQV�RI�SRZHU��

$V�WLPH�SDVVHG��EHWZHHQ������DQG������%&��WKH�RULJLQDO�

IRXQGLQJ�IDPLOLHV��ZKR�KDG�EHFRPH�WKH�HOLWH�OLQHDJHV�

RI�6DQ�/RUHQ]R��PDLQWDLQHG�SRVVHVVLRQ�RI�WKH�ZHWODQG�

PRXQGV�ZKLFK�SOD\�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�UROH�LQ�DFTXLULQJ�ODERU�

IRU�PRQXPHQWDO�ZRUNV�VXFK�DV�WHUUDFH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�DQG�

VWRQH�WUDQVSRUW��7KH�HOLWH�OLQHDJHV�FRXOG�FDVK�LQ�VRFLDO�

GHEWV�FUHDWHG�WKURXJK�WKH�XQEDODQFHG�UHFLSURFDO�H[FKDQJHV�

RI� YLWDO� VXEVLVWHQFH� UHVRXUFHV� ZLWK� JHQHDORJLFDOO\�

GLVWDQW�JURXSV��7KURXJK�WKHLU�RZQHUVKLS�RI�VXEVLVWHQFH�

LQIUDVWUXFWXUH��WKH\�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�UH�RUJDQL]H�WKH�PHDQV�RI�

SURGXFWLRQ�RI�HVVHQWLDO�FULVLV�UHVRXUFHV�DW�WKLV�WLPH��FRQWURO�

WKHLU�GLVEXUVHPHQW�DQG�DXWRPDWLFDOO\�JDLQ�WKH�IXWXUH�ODERU�

DQG�SOHGJHV�RI�DOOHJLDQFH��VHH�*LOPDQ��������SS�����RI�

FOLHQWV�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�WKH�VDPH�VRFLDO�KLHUDUFK\��VHH�+LUWK��

�������

The San Lorenzo Island

7KH�6DQ�/RUHQ]R�,VODQG�LV�ORFDWHG�LQ�WKH�G\QDPLF�

FRDVWDO�SODLQV�RI� WKH�VRXWKHUQ�*XOI�&RDVW�RI�0H[LFR�

�)LJXUHV������	���������,W�LV�VHW�LQ�WKH�ORZHU�&RDW]DFRDOFRV�

5LYHU�GUDLQDJH��FRYHULQJ�DQ�DUHD�RI�RYHU��������NP��ZLWK�

D�PHDQ�DQQXDO�GLVFKDUJH�RI�PRUH�WKDQ��������P���2QO\�

�������RI�WKH�ORZHU�&RDW]DFRDOFRV�GUDLQDJH�FRQWDLQV�KLJK�

JURXQG�VDIH�IURP�ÀRRGLQJ��ZKLFK�PDNHV�ULVN�D�ZD\�RI�

OLIH�LQ�WKLV�UHJLRQ��)URP�2OPHF�WLPHV�WR�WKH�SUHVHQW��WKH�

LQKDELWDQWV�RI�WKLV�UHJLRQ�KDYH�EHHQ�FDUHIXO�REVHUYHUV�RI�

GU\�ODQG�DQG�UHJLVWHU�HYHQ�WKH�WLQLHVW�SLHFH�RI�ODQG�WKDW�VWD\V�

GU\�GXULQJ�ÀRRGV�

)URP� WLPH� LPPHPRULDO�� WKH� QDWXUH� RI� WKH� ZLGH�

ÀRRGSODLQV�RI�WKH�VRXWKHUQ�*XOI�&RDVW�RI�0H[LFR�UHTXLUHG�

FDUHIXO�DQG�FRQVWDQW�REVHUYDWLRQ�RI�ZDWHU�OHYHOV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�

LGHQWLI\�WKH�IHZ�H[LVWLQJ�VDIH�SODFHV��7KLV�SULPRUGLDO�IDFWRU�

LQ�GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ�EHFDPH�D�FHQWUDO�HOHPHQW�LQ�WKH�2OPHF�

ZRUOG�YLHZ�DV�WKH�PDUJLQ�RI�VDIHW\�DERYH�WKH�ÀRRG�OLQH�

EHFDPH�GLUHFWO\�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�UHODWLYH�VRFLDO�DQG�SROLWLFDO�

SRVLWLRQV��6SHFL¿FDOO\��WKH�LVODQG�SRVLWLRQ�RI�WKH�FDSLWDO�RI�

6DQ�/RUHQ]R��RQ�DQ�HORQJDWHG�SURPRQWRU\�FLUFXPVFULEHG�

E\�ZDWHU��ZDV�DQ�LGHDO�ORFDWLRQ�ZLWKLQ�WKH�VHPL�UDGLDO�

ÀXYLDO�QHWZRUN�IRU�VXEVLVWHQFH�DQG�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��

7KH�LVODQG�KRPH�RI�WKH�¿UVW�2OPHF�FDSLWDO�KDV�EHHQ�

VKRZQ�WR�EH�FRWHUPLQRXV�ZLWK�FXOWXUDO�ERXQGDULHV�HQFDVLQJ�

FRJQLWLYH� SKHQRPHQD� ZHGGHG� WR� WKH� VRFLRSROLWLFDO�

RUJDQL]DWLRQ�ZKLOH�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�VKRZLQJ�LQWHQVLYH�

FRQQHFWLYLW\�ZLWK�WKH�VXUURXQGLQJ�ODQGVFDSH��6\PRQGV�
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HW�DO���������&\SKHUV�HW�DO���������� �7KH�H[FHSWLRQDO�

FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI�WKH�QDWXUDO�HQYLURQPHQW�LQGLFDWH�WKH�

LQKHUHQW�SRWHQWLDO�IRU�WKH�6DQ�/RUHQ]R�,VODQG�WR�KDYH�

IXQFWLRQHG�LQ�WKH�SDVW�DV�D�WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�

KXE�DQG�VHDW�RI�2OPHF�FXOWXUH��6DQ�/RUHQ]R¶V�GHYHORSPHQW�

ZDV� QRW� GLUHFWO\� SUHVFULEHG� E\� WKH� JHRJUDSKLFDO�

FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI�WKH�,VODQG���WKH�2OPHF�FUHDWHG�WKHLU�RZQ�

WUDMHFWRU\��<HW�WKLV�VSHFL¿F�FRXUVH�RI�VRFLRSROLWLFDO�DQG�

HFRQRPLF�GHYHORSPHQW�WRRN�FOHDU�DGYDQWDJH�RI�GLVWLQFWLYH�

JHRJUDSKLF�IHDWXUHV���7KH�2OPHF�IXOO\�RFFXSLHG�WKH�6DQ�

/RUHQ]R�,VODQG�DQG�PRGL¿HG��GHYHORSHG�DQG�XWLOL]HG�LWV�

QDWXUDO�UHVRXUFHV��7KLV�ODQGVFDSH�FRQVWLWXWHG�WKH�2OPHFV¶�

LGHRORJLFDO�DQG�PDWHULDO�KRPHODQG��WKH�HDUO\�KHDUWK�RI�

2OPHF�LGHQWLW\�

6SHFLILF� WUDLWV�RI� WKH� ULYHU�V\VWHP�LQIOXHQFHG�DQG�

VKDSHG�WKH�JURZWK�RI�VHWWOHPHQW�KLHUDUFKLHV��VSHFL¿FDOO\�

WKH� QHWZRUNHG� IOXYLDO� FRXUVHV�� 7KH� ,VODQG� ORFDWLRQ��

FLUFXPVFULEHG�E\�QDWXUDO�ULYHU�DQG�ÀRRGSODLQ�EDUULHUV��

DWWUDFWHG� SRSXODWLRQ� WR� WKLV� DUHD� RI� KLJK� UHVRXUFH�

FRQFHQWUDWLRQ��ZKLOH�ULYHU�ÀRZ�LPSRVHG�GLUHFWLRQDOLW\�RQ�

WKH�PRYHPHQW�RI�SHRSOH�DQG�JRRGV���6LWH�GHYHORSPHQW�RQ�

WKH�VOHQGHU�ULGJH�ELVHFWLQJ�WKH�,VODQG�VHHPV�DNLQ�WR�WKH�

ZHOO�NQRZQ�JHRJUDSKLFDO�WHQGHQF\�IRU�VHWWOHPHQWV�WR�SODFH�

WKHPVHOYHV�DORQJ�WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ�DUWHULHV�LQ�D�OLQHDU�IDVKLRQ�

�&ROOLQV��������SS��������7KH�,VODQG�ZDV�D�FHQWUDO�QRGH�LQ�

D�GHQGULWLF��FHQWUDO�SODFH�SDWWHUQ�RI�VHWWOHPHQW��-RKQVRQ��

������VXUURXQGHG�E\�GLYHUVH�PHDQV�RI�WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ�

DQG�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�WR�WKH�RXWHU�KLQWHUODQG�DQG�EH\RQG��

&RVPRORJLFDOO\�WKLV�ZDV�H[SUHVVHG�DV�D�KLOO�VXUURXQGHG�E\�

ZDWHU��D�VDFUHG�2OPHF�FRQFHSW���

7KH�SRVLWLRQ�RI�WKH�PDMRU�DQG�PLQRU�FHQWHUV���RFFXUULQJ�

LQ�D�OLQHDU�SDWWHUQ�DORQJ�HOHYDWHG�ODQGV�WKDW�SDUDOOHO�WKH�

ÀXYLDO�WKRURXJKIDUHV��DW�WKH�HQGV�RI�WKH�,VODQG��DQG�DW�

VWUDWHJLF�VSRWV�LQ�WKH�ÀXYLDO�V\VWHP���IRUPHG�D�FRPSOH[�

QHWZRUN�JHDUHG�WRZDUG�FRQWURO�RI�DTXDWLF�UHVRXUFHV�DQG�

opportunities related to trade, transportation, interaction 

DQG�H[FKDQJH��DOO�RI�ZKLFK�ZDV�RYHUVHHQ�E\�WKH�LVODQG�

FDSLWDO���6HFRQGDU\�DQG�WHUWLDU\�VHWWOHPHQWV�VWUDWHJLFDOO\�

IRXQGHG�DW�QDUURZ�VWUDLWV�DQG�ULYHU�FRQÀXHQFHV�PDQDJHG�

GRZQULYHU�WUD൶F��OLQNHG�WR�WHUUHVWULDO�URXWHV�DQG�FDSWXUHG�

XSULYHU�JRRGV��6WRQH�PRQXPHQWV���SXUSRVHIXO�FRQVSLFXRXV�

PDUNHUV�FDOOLQJ�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�WKHVH�VLWHV�

DQG�WKHLU�UXOLQJ�HVWDEOLVKPHQW���UHLQIRUFHG�D�FRJQLWLYH�

SKHQRPHQRQ�XQLWLQJ�SROLWLHV��

San Lorenzo’s Great Plateau

7KH�QH[W�OHYHO�RI�WKH�PHWDSKRU�FRUUHVSRQGV�WR�WKH�*UHDW�

3ODWHDX�RI�6DQ�/RUHQ]R��D�KXPDQ�PDGH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�ULVLQJ�

WR�DQ�DOWLWXGH�RI�����PHWHUV�DERYH�VHD�OHYHO�DQG����PHWHUV�

DERYH�WKH�VXUURXQGLQJ�ZHWODQGV��)LJXUH��������,WV�HDUOLHVW�

RFFXSDWLRQ�GDWHV�WR�����������%&��D�SHULRG�ZKHQ�WKH�

LQKDELWDQWV�OHYHOHG�DQG�¿OOHG�LQ�WKH�LUUHJXODULWLHV�LQ�WKH�

ODQG��&\SKHUV��������&\SKHUV�HW�DO������������&\SKHUV�HW�

DO����������%\������%&��LW�ZDV�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�VLWH�LQ�

WKH�UHJLRQ�DQG�ORFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�HDUOLHVW�NQRZQ�DSSHDUDQFH�

RI�PRQXPHQWDO�VWRQH�VFXOSWXUH��%\������%&��6DQ�/RUHQ]R�

KDG�EHFRPH�D�ODUJH�YLOODJH�ZLWK�DERXW������LQKDELWDQWV�

DQG�D�SRSXODWLRQ�GHQVLW\�RI�������SHRSOH�SHU�KHFWDUH��

7KH�KLJK�VWDWXV�JURXSV�IRXQGHG�WKHLU�GZHOOLQJV�RQ�WKH�

KLJKHVW�JURXQG��7KH�LQKDELWDQWV�DSSOLHG�����������P��RI�

HDUWKHQ�¿OO�DV�SDUW�RI�D�PDVWHU�SODQ�WR�FUHDWH�D�WHUUDFHG�

SODWHDX��%\������%&��6DQ�/RUHQ]R¶V�GHYHORSPHQW�ZDV�

TXLWH�LPSUHVVLYH��ZLWK�D������SRSXODWLRQ�LQFUHDVH��DQ�DUHD�

RI�QHDUO\�����KD�DQG�D�SRSXODWLRQ�RI������SHRSOH��7KH�

ODQGIRUP�ORRNHG�OLNH�D�WHUUDFHG�SODWHDX��%HWZHHQ������

DQG������%&��D�PDMRU�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�VWDJH�LQFUHDVHG�WKH�

KHLJKW�RI�WKH�SODWHDX�DQG�OHYHOHG�WKH�KLJKHVW�WHUUDFHV�HYHQ�

ZLWK�WKH�WRS��%\�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�DSRJHH�SKDVH�DW������%&��

6DQ�/RUHQ]R�KDG�DWWDLQHG�LWV�PD[LPXP�H[SUHVVLRQ�DV�WKH�

¿UVW�XUEDQ�FHQWHU�LQ�0HVRDPHULFD��,WV�VL]H�KDG�TXDGUXSOHG��

UHDFKLQJ�PRUH�WKDQ�����KD��ZLWK�D�UHVLGHQW�SRSXODWLRQ�RI�

QHDUO\��������SHRSOH��$ULHWD�DQG�&\SKHUV��������������
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Figure 16.4. 

The Great Plateau was the highest sector of the San Lorenzo 

Island.

                                               

Note. ,W�ZDV�GHVLJQHG�DQG�FRQVWUXFWHG�WR�UHSOLFDWH�WKH�FHQWUDO�

FRVPRORJLFDO�QRWLRQ�RI�WKH�VDFUHG�KLOO�VXUURXQGHG�E\�ZDWHU��

+DELWDWLRQ�ZDV�RUJDQL]HG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�VWDWXV�DQG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�

HOHYDWLRQ�DQG�GLVWDQFH�WR�WKH�FHQWHU�RI�WKH�SODWHDX��7KH�UXOHUV�

DQG�IRUHPRVW�HOLWH�RFFXSLHG�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�SODWHDX��UHG���OHVV�

HOLWH�RQ�WKH�WHUUDFHV��SDOH�UHG�DQG�\HOORZ��DQG�WKH�FRPPRQHUV�

LQ�WKH�SHULSKHU\��OLJKW�JUHHQ����0DS��9��$ULHWD��

ORFDWLRQ� RQ� WKH� 6DQ� /RUHQ]R� ,VODQG� PDNHV� LW� D�

VDFUHG�KLOO�VXUURXQGHG�E\�ZDWHU��D� ODVWLQJ�FRQFHSW� LQ�

0HVRDPHULFDQFRVPRORJ\��7KH�VDFUHG�PRXQWDLQ�SDUDGLJP�

ZDV�VROLGO\�LPEHGGHG�LQ�WKH�2OPHF�EXLOW�ODQGVFDSH�LQ�WKH�

IRUP�RI�WKLV�LPSRUWDQW�PDWHULDO�UHSOLFD��7KH�LQWHUSOD\�RI�WKH�

EXLOW�ODQGVFDSH�ZLWK�WKLV�FRVPRORJLFDO�QRWLRQ�ZDV�FUXFLDO�LQ�

UHLQIRUFLQJ�EHOLHIV��EHKDYLRUV�DQG�YDOXHV��&\SKHUV��������

����D������E���

7KH�GHVLJQ�DQG�GLDFKURQLF�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�SURJUDP�RI�WKH�

*UHDW�3ODWHDX�SURYLGHG�WDQJLEOH�SDUDPHWHUV�IRU�PRGHOLQJ�

DQG�UHPRGHOLQJ�WKH�KXPDQ�VHWWOHPHQW�GLVWULEXWLRQ�VXFK�

WKDW�VRFLDO�DQG�SROLWLFDO�VWDWXV�GLPLQLVKHG�ZLWK�GHFUHDVLQJ�

HOHYDWLRQ�DQG�GLVWDQFH�IURP�WKH�FHQWHU��7KLV� URXJKO\�

FRQFHQWULF�SDWWHUQ��\HW�DQRWKHU�PDQLIHVWDWLRQ�RI�VDFUHG�

PHWDSKRU��JDYH�VKDSH�WR�TXRWLGLDQ�OLIH�DQG�UHLQIRUFHG�

WKH�SULQFLSOHV�RI�VRFLDO�DQG�SROLWLFDO�GL൵HUHQWLDWLRQ�E\�

GLUHFWO\�VKDSLQJ�SDWWHUQV�RI�EHKDYLRUDO�LQWHUDFWLRQ��2Q�WKH�

SODWHDX�KHLJKWV��WKH�GHVLJQ�DQG�V\PEROLVP�RI�WKH�PRVW�

RVWHQWDWLRXV�FRQVWUXFWLRQV�SURYLGHG�IXUWKHU�UHLQIRUFHPHQW�

RI�WKH�PHWDSKRU��5HVLGHQWLDO�DQG�FHUHPRQLDO�DUFKLWHFWXUH�

UHSOLFDWHG�WKH�VDFUHG�QRWLRQ�LQ�PDQ\�ZD\V��WKXV�DGGLQJ�

DQRWKHU�QHVWHG�OD\HU�WR�WKH�PHWDSKRU��,Q�WKLV�IDVKLRQ�WKH�

GL൵HUHQW�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�VFDOHV�ZHUH�LPEXHG�ZLWK�DQG�IRUPHG�

SDUW�RI�WKH�PHWDSKRU��6XFK�PHWDSKRUV�DUH�QRW�XQLGLUHFWLRQDO�

EXW�UDWKHU�DUH�UHFLSURFDO�LQ�WKH�VHQVH�RI�D�PXWXDO�LQWHUDFWLRQ�

ZLWK�WKH�EXLOW�HQYLURQPHQW�DQG�EHKDYLRU��+RXVWRQ��������

Artistic manifestations

7KH� VWXG\�RI�2OPHF� UHOLJLRXV� FRQFHSWV�EDVHG�RQ�

WKH� DQDO\VLV� RI� VWRQH�PRQXPHQWV� DQG� RWKHU� DUWLVWLF�

PDQLIHVWDWLRQV�KDV�DGYDQFHG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�DQFLHQW�

FRVPRORJ\��,W�KDV�EHHQ�SURSRVHG�WKDW�WKH�UXOHUV��VRPHWLPHV�

LQWHUSUHWHG�DV� VKDPDQ�NLQJV��DFWHG�DV� LQWHUPHGLDULHV�

EHWZHHQ�WKH�HDUWKO\�VXUIDFH��WKH�JRGV�DQG�WKH�IRUFHV�RI�

WKH�8QLYHUVH�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�6N\��(DUWK�DQG�8QGHUZRUOG�

�)XUVW��������5HLOO\���������������7KH�FRORVVDO�KHDGV�

DSSHDU�WR�EH�SRUWUDLWV�RI�2OPHF�UXOHUV��)LJXUHV�������DQG�

7KH� HSLVRGLF� FRQVWUXFWLRQ� RI� PXOWLSOH� OHYHOV� RI�

KRUL]RQWDO�KDELWDWLRQ�WHUUDFHV�DURXQG�WKH�KHLJKWV�RI�WKH�

*UHDW�3ODWHDX�ZDV�DFKLHYHG�ZLWK�WKH�SODFHPHQW�RI���WR���

PLOOLRQ�FXELF�PHWHUV�RI�DUWL¿FLDO�HDUWKHQ�¿OO��,W�UHTXLUHG����

WR����PLOOLRQ�SHUVRQ�KRXUV�RI�ODERU�WR�EXLOG��7KH�DYHUDJH�

HVWLPDWH�RI�LWV�YROXPH����PLOOLRQ�FXELF�PHWHUV�RI�¿OO��LV�

HTXLYDOHQW�WR����WLPHV�WKH�YROXPH�RI�7HPSOH�,�RI�7LNDO�RU���

WLPHV�WKH�YROXPH�RI�WKH�3\UDPLG�RI�WKH�6XQ�DW�7HRWLKXDFDQ�

�&\SKHUV�HW�DO���������SS�����

7KH�2OPHF�KDG�UHPDUNDEOH�UHDVRQV�IRU�EXLOGLQJ�WKH�

*UHDW�3ODWHDX��,Q�EDVLF�WHUPV��WKLV�DUWL¿FLDO�VWUXFWXUH�LV�KLJK�

JURXQG��VDIH�IURP�ÀRRGLQJ��,GHRORJLFDOO\�VSHDNLQJ��LW�LV�D�

UHSOLFD�RI�WKH�VDFUHG�PRXQWDLQ�DV�LQ�2OPHF�P\WKRORJ\��,WV�
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WKH�VR�FDOOHG�³DOWDUV´�ZHUH�WKHLU�WKURQHV��)LJXUHV������	�

�������&RH��������������'H�OD�)XHQWH��������������SS�������

*URYH��������������������&\SKHUV��������:LFNH���������

7UDQVFHQGHQWDO�FRQFHSWV�UHODWHG�WR�UXOHUVKLS�LQFOXGH�WKH�

³VDFUHG�KLOO�VXUURXQGHG�E\�ZDWHU´�RU�³VDFUHG�PRXQWDLQ´��WKH�

PXOWL�OHYHO�FRVPRV�DQG�FDYHV��FUDWHUV�DQG�RWKHU�RSHQLQJV�

DV�SRUWDOV�WR�WKH�8QGHUZRUOG��*URYH��������+HL]HU��������

5HLOO\��������������

2OPHF�UXOLQJ�OLQHDJHV�FDOFXODWHG�WKHLU�GHVFHQW�IURP�

GLYLQH�DQFHVWRUV��WKH�OHJHQGDU\�IRXQGHUV�RI�WKH�VRFLDO�

JURXS��7KH�DQFHVWRUV�SURYLGHG�WKH�FRVPRORJLFDO�PRGHO�IRU�

DXWKRULW\�DQG�SULYLOHJH�EDVHG�RQ�WKHLU�FDYH�DQG�PRXQWDLQ�

RULJLQV�DQG�(DUWK�GHLW\�DVVRFLDWLRQV��7KH�LFRQRJUDSK\�DQG�

IRUP�RI�WKH�UXOHUV¶�WKURQHV�LV�WKH�EDVLV�IRU�LGHQWLI\LQJ

Figure 16.5.

0RQXPHQW���IURP�6DQ�/RUHQ]R�

                                           

Note. 0RQXPHQW� �� IURP� 6DQ� /RUHQ]R�� D� FRORVVDO� KHDG�

UHSUHVHQWLQJ�DQ�DQFHVWUDO�UXOHU���3KRWR��%��0DUWtQH]��

Figure 16.6. 

0RQXPHQW����IURP�6DQ�/RUHQ]R�

Figure 16.7. 

Altar 4 from La Venta.

Note. $�PRQROLWKLF�VWRQH�WKURQH�WKDW�IXQFWLRQHG�DV�WKH�VHDW�

RI�DXWKRULW\�DQG�HPEOHP�RI�WKH�UXOHU�DQG��DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��

V\PEROL]HG�WKH�VDFUHG�KLOO�DQG�HDUWK�PRQVWHU���7KH�VHDWHG�¿JXUH�

LQ�WKH�QLFKH�LV�WKH�V\PERO�RI�WKH�UXOHU¶V�VDFUHG�DQFHVWRU�HPHUJLQJ�

IURP�WKH�FDYH�RI�RULJLQV�ORFDWHG�LQ�WKH�8QGHUZRUOG���3KRWR��%��

0DUWtQH]��

 Note. $�WKURQH�ZLWK�H[SOLFLW�LFRQRJUDSK\�RI�WKH�SULPRUGLDO�

FRVPLF�PRQVWHU�RQ�WKH�XSSHU�OHGJH���3KRWR��+��.RWHJDZD�
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WKLV�PRQVWURXV�FUHDWXUH�DV�V\PERO�RI�WKH�8QLYHUVH�DQG�

LPSRUWDQW�JRG�ZLWK�WHUUHVWULDO�DQG�FHOHVWLDO�FRQQRWDWLRQV�

�*URYH���������7KH�WKURQH�UHSUHVHQWHG�WKH�PRQVWHU�ZKLFK�

ZDV�D�PHWDSKRU�RI�WKH�VDFUHG�KLOO��&\SKHUV��������DQG�

FRQWDLQHG�LPSRUWDQW�LFRQV�RI�GLYLQH�GHVFHQW�VXFK�DV�WKH�

IURQWDO�QLFKH�DQG�VHDWHG�¿JXUH��ZKLFK�UHSUHVHQWHG�WKH�

HQWUDQFH�WR�WKH�FDYH�PRQVWHU�PRXWK�DQG�WKH�DSLFDO�DQFHVWRU��

UHVSHFWLYHO\�

7KXV��2OPHF�UXOHUV�FRQVLGHUHG�WKHPVHOYHV�GHVFHQGDQWV�

RI�D�GLYLQH�DQFHVWRU�ZKRVH�RULJLQV�OD\�LQ�D�FDYH�HQWUDQFH�WR�

WKH�8QGHUZRUOG��V\QRQ\PRXV�ZLWK�WKH�PRQVWHU¶V�PRXWK��

7KURXJKRXW�0HVRDPHULFDQ�WLPH��WKH�FDYH�LV�WKH�V\PERO�

RI�&UHDWLRQ�DQG�RI�OLIH�LWVHOI��+H\GHQ��������SS��������

,W�SHUVLVWHG�LQ�WLPH��IRU�H[DPSOH��LQ�WKH�3\UDPLG�RI�WKH�

6XQ��D�PRQXPHQWDO�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�&ODVVLF�SHULRG�

RI�7HRWLKXDFDQ�WKDW�UHVWV�XSRQ�D�FDYH�FRQWDLQLQJ�D�ZDWHU�

VRXUFH��7KH�DVVRFLDWLRQ�RI�KLOO�DQG�FDYH�ZLWK�ZDWHU�LV�

UHODWHG�WR�WKH�PRQVWHU�LQ�WKH�2OPHF�ZRUOG�YLHZ��$V�WKH�

(DUWK�LWVHOI��D�VDFUHG�KLOO��WKH�PRQVWHU�RSHQV�LWV�FDYH�OLNH�

MDZV�WR�VKRZ�WKH�SDVVDJHZD\�LQWR�WKH�ZDWHU\�8QGHUZRUOG��

7KLV�GLYLQH�PRQVWHU��LQ�DOO�LWV�V\PEROLF�IDFHWV��ZDV�WKH�

HPEOHP�RI�WKH�UXOHUV�

7KH� LGHQWLILFDWLRQ� RI� WKH� VDFUHG� DQFHVWRU� LQ� WKH�

ODUJH�WKURQHV�OHG�WR� WKH�GLVFRYHU\�RI� WKH�SULQFLSOH�RI�

GLYLQH�GHVFHQW�LQ�2OPHF�HOLWH�VRFLDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��7KH�

DPDOJDPDWLRQ�RI�DQFHVWRU�YHQHUDWLRQ��RULJLQ�P\WKV�DQG�

UHOLJLRXV�FRQFHSWV�LQ�WKHVH�PRQXPHQWV�LV�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�

IRU�SULYLOHJHG�NLQ�UHODWLRQVKLSV��5R\DO�OLQHDJHV�FRQ¿UPHG�

WKHLU�VXSHULRULW\�WKURXJK�WKH�SULQFLSOH�RI�GLYLQH�GHVFHQW��

ZKLFK�DXWRPDWLFDOO\�GL൵HUHQWLDWHG�EHWZHHQ�WKH�DULVWRFUDWLF�

OLQHDJHV�DQG�WKH�FRPPRQ�SHRSOH�EDVHG�RQ�GLVWDQFH�WR�

WKH�GLYLQH�DQFHVWRU��HTXLYDOHQW�WR�WKH�IRXQGLQJ�IDWKHUV�

�&\SKHUV��������&\SKHUV�HW�DO���������

Early Olmec landscape urbanism

7KH�KLJK�WHUUDLQ�RI�WKH�6DQ�/RUHQ]R�,VODQG�FXWWLQJ�

WKURXJK�WKH�ZHWODQGV�ZDV�V\QRQ\PRXV�ZLWK�WKH�SULPH�

2OPHF�GHLW\��WKH�(DUWK�0RQVWHU��D�QDWXUDO�DQG�FXOWXUDO�

UHSURGXFWLRQ�RI�WKLV�FUHDWXUH�ÀRDWLQJ�RQ�WKH�SULPRUGLDO�

ZDWHUV���1R�FDYH�KDV�HYHU�EHHQ�IRXQG�RQ�6DQ�/RUHQ]R¶V�

*UHDW�3ODWHDX��DQG�LW�LV�GRXEWIXO�WKDW�RQH�H[LVWV�EHFDXVH�

RI�WKH�VHGLPHQWDU\�QDWXUDO�RI�WKH�XQGHUO\LQJ�JHRORJLF�

GHSRVLWV��+RZHYHU��WKH�2OPHF�ZRXOG�KDYH�HDVLO\�LGHQWL¿HG�

VSULQJV�HPDQDWLQJ�IURP�WKH�VRLOV�DFURVV�WKH�,VODQG��ZKLFK�

ZDV�FOHDU�SURRI�WR�WKHP�RI�WKH�SUR[LPLW\�RI�WKH�8QGHUZRUOG��

RULJLQ�RI�WKH�VDFUHG�DQFHVWRUV��WKH�JUHDW�PRQVWHU�GHLW\�DQG�

WKH�YLWDO�IRUFHV�RI�WKH�ODQG��7KH�PRGHOLQJ�RI�WKH�KLJK�WHUUDLQ�

RI�WKH�,VODQG�WR�JLYH�D�WHUUDFHG�VKDSH�WR�WKH�*UHDW�3ODWHDX�

DQG�WR�LQFUHDVH�LWV�VL]H�ZDV�D�ZD\�WR�PDWHULDOL]H�WKH�HDUO\�

2OPHF�FRVPRORJLFDO�FRQFHSW�RI�PRQXPHQWDO�DUFKLWHFWXUH�

DV�D�UHSOLFD�RI�WKH�VDFUHG�KLOO�VXUURXQGHG�E\�ZDWHU���7KH�

UXOHUV�DQG�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV�RFFXSLHG�WKH�KLJKHVW�VHFWRU�RI�

WKH�3ODWHDX��DQ�HOHYDWLRQ�EH¿WWLQJ�WKHLU�VWDWXV��7KH�5HG�

3DODFH�ZDV�WKH�KRPH�RI�RQH�RI�WKH�¿UVW�UXOHUV�RI�WKLV�FDSLWDO���

7KH�*URXS�(�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�SUHFLQFW��WKH�UXOHUV¶�ULWXDO�

DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�FHQWHU��ZDV�GHVLJQHG�DV�IRXU�ORZ�HDUWKHQ�

SODWIRUPV�RUJDQL]HG�DURXQG�D�VXQNHQ�SDWLR��V\PERO�RI�WKH�

ZDWHU\�XQGHUZRUOG�

7KH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�SRSXODWLRQ�E\�VWDWXV��HOHYDWLRQ�DQG�

GLVWDQFH�WR�WKH�FHQWHU�RI�WKH�*UHDW�3ODWHDX�ZDV�D�PHDQV�WR�

JLYH�VRFLDO�DQG�SROLWLFDO�PHDQLQJ�WR�VSDFH�DQG�FRQVHUYH�

WKH�VRFLDO�RUGHU��7KH�QHDUO\��������LQKDELWDQWV�RI�6DQ�

/RUHQ]R�LWVHOI��SOXV�DQRWKHU�������SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�RWKHU�LVODQG�

FRPPXQLWLHV��JDYH�VKDSH�WR�WKH�¿UVW�0HVRDPHULFDQ�XUEDQ�

FHQWHU��IDU�VXUSDVVLQJ�DOO�LWV�FRQWHPSRUDULHV�

7KH�VSHFL¿F�XUEDQ�VW\OH�RI�6DQ�/RUHQ]R�ZDV�LQWHJUDWHG�

LQWR� WKH�QDWXUDO� DQG�EXLOW� ODQGVFDSH�DQG�SDUWLFXODUO\�

SHUWLQHQW�WR�LGHRORJLFDO�DQG�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�FRQVLGHUDWLRQV��
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