
155

Part II

Landscape, Monuments, Arts, and Rituals in Bio-Cultural 
Perspectives in Mesoamerica



156



157

Part II   Introduction
Mesoamerican Landscape, Monuments, and Rituals in Bio-Cultural Perspectives 

Saburo Sugiyama and Claudia García-Des Lauriers

7KH�³2XW�RI�(XUDVLD´�SURJUDP�FHQWUDOO\�GHDOV�ZLWK�

DJHQWV�ZKR�FUHDWHG�FLYLOL]DWLRQV��IRFXVLQJ�VSHFL¿FDOO\�RQ�

WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�KXPDQ�ELRORJ\�DQG�FXOWXUH�WKDW�

GHYHORSHG�GXULQJ�WKH�ODVW��������\HDUV�LQ�WKH�1HZ�:RUOG�

DQG�LVODQGV�LQ�WKH�3DFL¿F�2FHDQ��:H�H[SORUH�SHRSOHV¶�

XQLTXH�EUDLQ�FDSDFLWLHV�DQG�EHKDYLRUDO�G\QDPLFV�WKDW�

FRQVHTXHQWO\�FUHDWHG�VWUDWL¿HG�FRPSOH[�VRFLHWLHV��RU�³KLJK�

FXOWXUHV´�FRPSRVHG�RI�ODQGVFDSH�PRGL¿FDWLRQ�VWUDWHJLHV��

DGYDQFHG�WHFKQRORJLHV��EHOLHI�V\VWHPV��DQG�FRPSOLFDWHG�

VRFLDO�VWUXFWXUHV��7KHVH�HPHUJHG�LQGHSHQGHQWO\�IURP�

WKH�SULPDU\�FLYLOL]DWLRQV�LQ�$IUR�(XUDVLD��PDLQO\�(J\SW��

0HVRSRWDPLD��,QGXV��DQG�&KLQD��IURP�ZKLFK�RXU�FXUUHQW�

FRQFHSWXDOL]DWLRQ�RI�FLYLOL]DWLRQ�GHHSO\�VWHPV��:H�UHDOL]HG�

DIWHU������WKHUH�ZHUH�WZR�PRUH�SULPDU\�FXOWXUDO�XQLWV�WKDW�

DUH�DOVR�KLJKO\�GHYHORSHG�LQ�WKH�1HZ�:RUOG��0HVRDPHULFDQ�

DQG�$QGHDQ�FLYLOL]DWLRQV��:H�KHUH�UHYLHZ�GL൵HUHQW�NLQGV�RI�

VWXGLHV�RI�0HVRDPHULFDQ�VRFLHWLHV�WR�FULWLFDOO\�UHHYDOXDWH�

H[SODQDWRU\�PRGHOV�RI�HYROXWLRQDU\�WUDMHFWRULHV�SURSRVHG�

PRVWO\�RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�WKH�2OG�:RUOG�GDWD��

2QH� RI� WKH� PRVW� LPSRUWDQW� FKDUDFWHULVWLFV� RI�

0HVRDPHULFDQ�FRPSOH[�VRFLHWLHV�LV�WKH�V\PEROLF�FLW\�

VFDSLQJ�DQG�PRQXPHQWDO�FRQVWUXFWLRQV�ZLWK�SDODFHV�DQG�

SOD]DV��VXUURXQGHG�E\�RWKHU�IXQFWLRQDO�IDFLOLWLHV��3XEOLF�

DFWLYLWLHV�FDUULHG�RXW�DURXQG�WKHP�ZHUH�WKH�FXOWXUDO�IRFXV�

RI� UXOLQJ� JURXSV�� VSHFLDOLVWV�� DQG� WKH� JHQHUDO� SXEOLF�

�6HH�7VXNDPRWR�WKLV�YROXPH��-R\FH��������7KHVH�]RQHV�

IXQFWLRQHG�QRW�MXVW�IRU�SROLWLFDO�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�RU�HFRQRPLF�

WUDQVDFWLRQV�EXW�ZHUH�SLYRWDO�SRLQWV�IRU�WKH�IRUPDWLRQ�RI�

PHDQLQJ�WKDW�IXUWKHU�VWUXFWXUHG�DQG�ZHUH� WKHPVHOYHV�

VWUXFWXUHG� LQ� WKH�PLQGV� RI� DJHQWV� DQG� WKURXJK� WKHLU�

VRFLDO�EHKDYLRUV��,Q�WKLV�¿UVW�PHHWLQJ��ZH�FRQFHQWUDWH�RQ�

PRQXPHQWDOLW\��WKH�PHWDSKRU�RI�WKH�³VDFUHG�PRXQWDLQ�´�DQG�

WKHLU�UHODWHG�LGHRORJLFDO�LVVXHV�LQ�0HVRDPHULFD��%URGD�HW�

DO���������+O~ãHN��������/ySH]�$XVWLQ��������WKLV�YROXPH���

0RVW� FRQWULEXWRUV� WR� WKHVH� SURFHHGLQJV� GLVFXVV�

GLVWLQFWLYH�ORFDO�IHDWXUHV�DQG�PDWHULDOV�UHODWHG�WR�ODQGVFDSH��

PRQXPHQWV�� ULWXDOV�� SLOJULPDJH�� KXPDQ� ERQHV�� RU�

DQFHVWRU�ZRUVKLS�WKDW�DUH�D�UHÀHFWLRQ�RI�KXPDQ�FRJQLWLRQ��

LPDJLQDWLRQ��PHPRU\��FROODERUDWLYH�EHKDYLRU��DQG�RU�

DOWUXLVP��:H�KRSH�WKLV�¿UVW�WUDQVGLVFLSOLQDU\�JDWKHULQJ�LQ�

0H[LFR�EULQJV�QHZ�LGHDV�DQG�GDWD�XVHIXO�LQ�FRPSDUDWLYH�

FRQWH[WV�WR�LOOXPLQDWH�KXPDQ�QDWXUH�RU�WKH�PHFKDQLVPV�

HPSOR\HG� E\� DJHQWV� ZKR� FUHDWHG� 0HVRDPHULFDQ�

FLYLOL]DWLRQ��:H�JDWKHUHG�DW�7HRWLKXDFDQ�ZLWK�WKH�DLP�RI�

H[SORULQJ�WKH�������\HDU�ORQJ��������%&(a������&(��

HYROXWLRQDU\�SURFHVVHV�LQ�PDWHULDO�FXOWXUH�RI�GLVWLQFWLYH�

0HVRDPHULFDQ�FHQWHUV�OLNH�6DQ�/RUHQ]R��0RQWH�$OEiQ��

7HRWLKXDFDQ��&KROXOD��VRPH�0D\D�FLWLHV��DQG�RWKHU�UHODWHG�

FHQWHUV��SURYLGLQJ�H[DPSOHV�RI�DGYDQFHG�KXPDQ�FRJQLWLRQ��

EHKDYLRU�� RU� SV\FKRORJ\� �EUDLQ�ERG\�HQYLURQPHQWV�

LQWHUDFWLRQV��DQG�SURSRVH�WKDW�WKHVH�FDQ�OHDG�WR�D�EHWWHU�

XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�G\QDPLF�LQWHUDFWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�SHRSOH�

DQG�QDWXUH�WKURXJK�WLPH�

7KH�FKDSWHUV�LQ�WKLV�VHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�SURFHHGLQJV�DUH�

RUJDQL]HG�E\�JHRJUDSK\�DQG�WKHPH��)LJXUH�3DUW�,,�����7KH\�

FRYHU�WKH�ORFDO�YDULDWLRQV�RI�WKH�³VDFUHG�PRXQWDLQ´�WKHPH�

DW�YDULRXV�VLWHV�WKURXJKRXW�0HVRDPHULFD�IURP�WKH�DUULYDO�RI�

¿UVW�SHRSOH�WR�WKH�FRQWLQHQWV�XQWLO�WKH�WLPH�RI�FRQTXHVW��F��
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�������%&(������&(���6XJL\DPD¶V�LQWURGXFWRU\�FKDSWHU��

XVHV�LQWHUSUHWDWLYH�³QLFKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ´�PRGHOV��,ULNL�

DQG�7DRND�������WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�VRFLDO�HYROXWLRQDU\�

SURFHVVHV�RI�KXQWHU�JDWKHUHU�FRPPXQLWLHV�WKDW�PLJUDWHG�

LQWR� WKH� 1HZ�:RUOG�� 7KHVH� FRPPXQLWLHV� JUDGXDOO\�

GHYHORSHG�ORFDO�VXEVLVWHQFH�VWUDWHJLHV�WKDW�IRUPHG�WKH�

EDVLV�IRU�ODWHU�VWUDWL¿HG�VRFLHWLHV��:KLOH�WKH�GDWLQJ�RI�WKHVH�

PLJUDWLRQV�KDV�RIWHQ�EHHQ�WKH�IRFXV�RI�VLJQL¿FDQW�UHVHDUFK��

PRUH�UHFHQWO\�WKH�SURFHVVHV�RI�PLJUDWLRQ�KDYH�WDNHQ�D�PRUH�

FHQWUDO�UROH��'HV�/DXULHUV��������

'HV�/DXULHUV��WKLV�YROXPH��SURYLGHV�DQ�RYHUYLHZ�RI�

LVVXHV�VXUURXQGLQJ�WKH�LQLWLDO�HQWU\�IURP�$VLD�YLD�D�FRDVWDO�

URXWH�DORQJ�WKH�1RUWK�3DFL¿F�FRQWLQHQWDO�HGJH��7KH�¿UVW�

SHRSOH�RQ�WKH�$PHULFDQ�FRQWLQHQWV�PD\�KDYH�KDLOHG�IURP�

WKH�VKRUHV�RI�WKH�:HVWHUQ�3DFL¿F�5LP�WUDYHOLQJ�DORQJ�D�

FRDVWDO� URXWH�� SHUKDSV�EHIRUH� WKH� ³LFH�IUHH´� FRUULGRU�

EHFDPH�DYDLODEOH�IRU�FRPPXQLWLHV�ZKR�FDPH�LQWR�WKH�1HZ�

:RUOG�WKURXJK�WKH�WHUUHVWULDO�URXWHV�YLD�%HULQJLD��'DYLV�

HW�DO����������*HQHWLF�DQG�FUDQLRIDFLDO�HYLGHQFH�IXUWKHU�

UHLQIRUFH�VRPH�RI�WKHVH�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�¿QGLQJV��6HJXFKL�

DQG�4XLQW\Q�WKLV�YROXPH���7KH�LQFUHDVLQJ�OLNHOLKRRG�RI�DQ�

DTXDWLF�PLJUDWLRQ�LQGLFDWHV�D�VRSKLVWLFDWLRQ�RI�H. sapiens 

WR�EH�DEOH�WR�WUDYHO�JUHDW�GLVWDQFHV�XVLQJ�HDUO\�ZDWHUFUDIW�

DQG�H[SORLWLQJ�D�GLYHUVLW\�RI�PDULQH�UHVRXUFHV��3HRSOH�

PLJUDWLQJ�LQWR�WKH�$PHULFDV�ZHUH�QRW�D�WDEXOD�UDVD��WKH\�

EURXJKW�ZLWK�WKHP�WKHLU�LPDJLQDWLRQ��LQJHQXLW\��DQG�IXQGV�

RI�NQRZOHGJH�WKDW�WKH\�DGDSWHG��PRGL¿HG��DQG�LPSURYHG�

DV�WKH\�WUDYHOOHG�DORQJ�WKH�QHZ�FRDVWDO�ODQGVFDSHV��'HV�

/DXULHUV��������������9pOH]�,EixH]�DQG�*UHHQEHUJ��������

7KH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�ZDWHUFUDIW�WR�WKH�LQLWLDO�SRSXODWLRQV��

SURYLGHG�D�WHFKQRORJ\�DQG�FRQFRPLWDQW�NQRZOHGJH�WKDW�

ZRXOG�ODWHU�HQKDQFH�WKH�DELOLWLHV�RI�0HVRDPHULFDQ�VRFLHWLHV�

WR�WKHPVHOYHV�HVWDEOLVK�ORQJ�GLVWDQFH�WUDGH�URXWHV��SUHVWLJH�

goods economies, and a more rapid transference of ideas 

WKURXJKRXW�0HVRDPHULFD�DQG�EH\RQG��,Q�0HVRDPHULFD��

WKHVH�FLYLOL]DWLRQV�GHYHORSHG��DORQJVLGH�WKHLU�FRPSOH[�

WHFKQRORJ\��V\VWHPV�RI�LGHDV�WKDW�ZHUH�PDGH�PDQLIHVW�LQ�

VWUDWHJLHV�RI�ODQGVFDSH�PRGL¿FDWLRQ�DQG�XUEDQL]DWLRQ��

6XJL\DPD¶V� LQWURGXFWLRQ�SDUWLFXODUO\�HPSKDVL]HV� WKH�

FHQWUDO�UROH�RI�PRQXPHQWV�WKDW��WKURXJKRXW�WKH�ZRUOG��KDG�

PXOWLSOH�IXQFWLRQV�DQG�IRU�PLOOHQQLD��VHUYHG�DV�PDUNHUV�

RI�GHYHORSLQJ�FRJQLWLYH�IUDPHZRUNV�WKURXJK�ZKLFK�WKH\�

XQGHUVWRRG�WKH�RXWVLGH�ZRUOG��QDWXUH��WLPH��DQG�VSDFH���

UHOLJLRXV�WKRXJKW��DQG�VRFLDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��8VLQJ�WKH�FDVH�

RI�7HRWLKXDFDQ��KH�SRQGHUV�ZK\�7HRWLKXDFDQRV�FUHDWHG�

PRQXPHQWDO�FRQVWUXFWLRQV��PHWDSKRULFDOO\�VHHQ�DV�³VDFUHG�

PRXQWDLQV´���DQG�WKH�PDWHULDO�FRUUHODWHV�RI�ELR�FXOWXUDO�

HYROXWLRQDU\�WUDMHFWRULHV�����

:KLOH�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�D�VDFUHG�PRXQWDLQ�KDV�JOREDO�

PDQLIHVWDWLRQV� �(OLDGH� ������� /ySH]� $XVWLQ� �WKLV�

YROXPH��H[SRXQGV�RQ�WKH�0HVRDPHULFDQ�YDULDQW�RI�WKH�

³VDFUHG�PRXQWDLQ´�DW�YDULRXV�UHOLJLRXV�FHQWHUV��/ySH]�

$XVWLQ�FDUHIXOO\� IUDPHV� WKH�0HVRDPHULFDQ�RQWRORJ\�

XQGHUO\LQJ�WKH�FRVPRORJLHV�FRPPRQO\�VKDUHG�DPRQJ�

GLYHUVH�LQGLJHQRXV�JURXSV�WKDW�V\QWKHVL]HG�WKH�FRQFHSW�

RI�WKH�³VDFUHG�PRXQWDLQ´�DV�D�PHWDSKRU�IRU�WKH�FHQWHU�RI�

XQLYHUVH��$OWKRXJK�0HVRDPHULFD�VKRZV�JUHDW�GLYHUVLW\�LQ�

WHUPV�RI�JHRJUDSK\��HFRORJ\��FOLPDWH��FXOWXUHV��ODQJXDJHV��

DQG�PDWHULDO� FXOWXUH�� DOO� RI�ZKLFK�FRXOG�KDYH�HDVLO\�

IXQFWLRQHG�DV�EDUULHUV��LQVWHDG�ZH�VHH�D�UDWKHU�FRQVLVWHQW�

FRQFHSWLRQ�RI�WLPH�DQG�VSDFH��7KH�³VDFUHG�PRXQWDLQ´�

SOD\HG�D�VSHFLDO�UROH�VHUYLQJ�DV�DQ�axis mundi, centering 

WKH�ZRUOG��XQLI\LQJ�WKH�YDULRXV�OD\HUV�RI�WKH�FRVPRV��DQG�

DQFKRULQJ�WKH�XUEDQ�ODQGVFDSH�ZLWK�PDWHULDO�DQG�GHHSO\�

VDFUHG�SRLQWV�RI�UHIHUHQFH��0HVRDPHULFDQ�DUFKLWHFWXUH��

FRORVVDO�VFXOSWXUHV��PXUDOV��RWKHU�W\SHV�RI�¿QH�DUWV��DQG�

LFRQRJUDSKLF�HSLJUDSKLF�UHFRUGV�VXJJHVW�WKDW�WKH�FRQFHSW�

RI�WKH�³VDFUHG�PRXQWDLQV´�SHUVLVWHG�IRU�WKUHH�PLOOHQQLD�DW�

OHDVW�DQG�SRVVLEO\�LQWR�FRQWHPSRUDU\�WLPHV��6HH�*DUFtD�'HV�

/DXULHUV�WKLV�YROXPH���

6RPH�RI�WKH�HDUOLHVW�IXOO\�IRUPHG�FRQFHSWLRQV�RI�WKH�

0HVRDPHULFDQ�³VDFUHG�PRXQWDLQ´�GDWH�EDFN�WR�2OPHF�
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WLPHV��&\SKHUV� �WKLV� YROXPH�� FRQYLQFLQJO\� H[SODLQV�

KRZ�6DQ�/RUHQ]R�EHFDPH�RQH�RI�HDUOLHVW�PHWDSKRULF�

PDQLIHVWDWLRQV�RI�WKH�³VDFUHG�PRXQWDLQ�´�6ZDPS\�WHUUDLQV�

LQ�WKH�ZHWODQGV�ZHUH�VHOHFWHG�IRU�WKHLU�QDWXUDO�TXDOLWLHV�DQG�

JLYHQ�V\PEROLF�VLJQL¿FDQFH�DQG�FRQVHTXHQWO\�EHFRPLQJ�

D�SRSXORXV�FHQWHU�LQWHJUDWLQJ�ORFDWLRQDO�DGYDQWDJHV�IRU�

VXEVLVWHQFH� DQG� WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ� URXWHV�� 3RZHUIXO� DQG�

FRQVLVWHQW�PHVVDJHV�DERXW�WKH�FRVPLF�YLHZ�RI�WLPH��VSDFH�

DQG�QDWXUH�ZHUH�HYLQFHG�E\�WKH�2OPHF�FRORVVDO�VFXOSWXUDO�

SURJUDPV�DQG�¿QH�DUWV��7KH�2OPHF��LQ�WKLV�LPSRUWDQW�SODFH��

EXLOW�DQ�LQQRYDWLYH�PRQXPHQWDO�FHQWHU�RQ�DQ�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�

VFDOH��0RQXPHQWDO�DUFKLWHFWXUH�HPERGLHG�WKH�PHWDSKRU�

RI�WKH�³VDFUHG�PRXQWDLQ�´�RQH�WKDW�HQGXUHG�WKURXJKRXW�

0HVRDPHULFD�IRU�PLOOHQQLD��7KHVH�³VDFUHG�PRXQWDLQV´�

EHFDPH�WKH�mise en scéne�IRU�WKH�SHUIRUPDQFH�RI�UXOHUVKLS�

DQG�LWV�UHODWHG�VDFUHG�KRQRU�V\VWHP�WKDW�FRQVROLGDWHG�WKH�

KLHUDUFKLFDO�VRFLDO�VWUXFWXUH��7VXNDPRWR�WKLV�YROXPH���

2OPHF�UXOHUV�EHFDPH��DV�&\SKHUV�QRWHV��³LQWHUPHGLDULHV�

EHWZHHQ�WKH�HDUWKO\�VXUIDFH��WKH�JRGV�DQG�WKH�IRUFHV�RI�WKH�

8QLYHUVH�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�6N\��(DUWK�DQG�8QGHUZRUOG�´�

)URP�WKHVH�2OPHF�RULJLQV��XUEDQ�FHQWHUV�WKURXJKRXW�

0HVRDPHULFD�IXUWKHU�GHYHORSHG��PRGL¿HG��DQG�UHLPDJLQHG�

WKH� ³VDFUHG�PRXQWDLQ�´� LQ�SDUW� LQVSLUHG�E\� WKH� ORFDO�

ODQGVFDSH��EXW�DOVR�LQFRUSRUDWLQJ�D�ORFDO�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�

YHUQDFXODU� DV� ZHOO�� 0RQWH�$OEiQ� LV� DQRWKHU� ZHOO�

SUHVHUYHG� H[DPSOH�RI� SULPDU\�GHYHORSPHQW� WKURXJK�

QLFKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�LQ�D�VRPHZKDW�FORVHG�QDWXUDO�VRFLDO�

HQYLURQPHQW��5REOHV�WKLV�YROXPH���)URP�LWV�HDUO\�SKDVHV��

0RQWH�$OEiQ�EHFDPH�DQ�HPLQHQW�V\PEROLF�FHQWHU�ZLWK�

PRQXPHQWDO�EXLOGLQJV�RQ�WKH�VXPPLW�RI�����PHWHUV�KLJK�

RQ�WKH�KLOO�WRSV��6XPPDUL]LQJ�GLVWLQFWLYH�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�

IHDWXUHV�RI�WKH�0RQWH�$OEiQ�FRPSOH[��5REOHV�H[SODLQV�WKH�

ORQJ�DGDSWDWLRQ�SURFHVV�DQG�YDULHG�FUHDWLYH�VWUDWHJLHV�RI�

QLFKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�SURJUDPV��6KH�VXVSHFWV�WKDW�WKURXJK�

WKH�XQL¿FDWLRQ�RI�YLOODJHV��0RQWH�$OEiQ�IXQFWLRQHG��QRW�

as a single “sacred mountain”, but a group of “sacred 

PRXQWDLQV´�FRPELQHG� WR�FRQVROLGDWH�JURZLQJ� UXOLQJ�

FODVVHV��6XSSRUWHG�E\�WKH�UHVXOWV�RI�RQ�JRLQJ�UHVHDUFK�DW�

$W]RPSD��5REOHV�GHPRQVWUDWHV�KRZ�DQ�KRQRU�V\VWHP�WKDW�

RULJLQDWHG�DW�0RQWH�$OEiQ�ZDV�H[SDQGHG�DPRQJ�DOLJQHG�

“sacred mountains,” and permeated into local contexts 

ZLWKLQ�WKH�2D[DFD�YDOOH\��

$W�WKH�JUHDW�PHWURSROLV�RI�7HRWLKXDFDQ��*yPH]�DQG�

*D]]ROD��WKLV�YROXPH��IRFXV�RQ�WKH�FKDQJLQJ�VRFLDO�FRQWH[WV�

RI�WKH�&LWDGHO�ZLWK�LWV�PDLQ�WHPSOH��WKH�)HDWKHUHG�6HUSHQW�

3\UDPLG��RQH�RI�WKH�ODUJHVW�PRQXPHQWDO�FRPSOH[HV�DW�WKLV�

XUEDQ�FHQWHU��7KH\�GHVFULEH�WKH�DVWRQLVKLQJ�GLVFRYHU\�RI�

DQ�DQFLHQW�WXQQHO����PHWHUV�XQGHU�WKH�PRQXPHQW��DQG�

GLVFXVV�LWV�SRVVLEOH�VLJQL¿FDQFH�DQG�FKDQJLQJ�IXQFWLRQV�

WKURXJK�WKH�HDUO\�IRXQGDWLRQ�SHULRG��%DVHG�RQ�H[WHQVLYH�

H[FDYDWLRQ�GDWD�DQG�PDWHULDOV�UHFRYHUHG�LQ�WKH�WXQQHO��

WKH\�VXJJHVW�WKDW�WKH�VDFUHG�FDYH�IXQFWLRQHG�DV�D�ULWXDO�

space, possible funeral deposit for rulers, and as part of an 

DQFHVWRU�FXOW��7KHLU�GDWD�H[SDQGV�RQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�H[WHQVLYH�

UHVHDUFK�FRQGXFWHG�E\�6XJL\DPD���������ZKR�DQDO\]HG�WKH�

FRPSOH[�V\PEROLVP�RI�WKLV�EXLOGLQJ�LQ�OLJKW�RI�LFRQRJUDSKLF�

HYLGHQFH�IURP�LWV�VFXOSWHG�IDoDGH�DQG�DQ�H[WHQVLYH�VHW�

RI�EXULDO�R൵HULQJV�GLVFRYHUHG�LQ�WKH�)HDWKHUHG�6HUSHQW�

3\UDPLG��7KH�UHHQDFWPHQW�RI�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�P\WK�LQ�WKLV�

³VDFUHG�PRXQWDLQ´�LOOXVWUDWHV�WKH�GHHS�URRWV�RI�FRVPRJRQLF�

WKRXJKW�VKDUHG�E\�0HVRDPHULFDQ�FRPPXQLWLHV��7KH�DQFLHQW�

WXQQHO��D�V\PEROLF�FDYH�LV�H[SODLQHG�DV�D�ULWXDO�SODFH�RI�

SROLWLFDO�SRZHU�WUDQVPLVVLRQ��IXQHUDO�FHUHPRQLHV��DQG�

SRVVLEOH�EXULDO�RI�UXOHUV��EXW�DOVR�LV�WKH�SRLQW�RI�HQWU\�WR�

WKH�ZDUHKRXVH�RI�ULFKHV�DW�WKH�LQWHULRU�RI�WKH�PRXQWDLQ�DV�

GHVFULEHG�E\�/ySH]�$XVWLQ��WKLV�YROXPH���

9ROFDQRHV�DV�OLYLQJ�PRXQWDLQV�ZKRVH�FUHDWLYH�DQG�

GHVWUXFWLYH�IRUFHV�KDYH�VKDSHG�ODQGVFDSHV��VHWWOHPHQWV��

DQG�KLVWRULHV�KDYH�RIWHQ�LQVSLUHG�0HVRDPHULFDQ�SHRSOHV¶�

DZH�DQG�EHHQ�VLWHV�RI�SLOJULPDJH�DQG�YHQHUDWLRQ��*LOO�DQG�

.HDWLQJ��������+HQGHUVRQ��������3OXQNHW�DQG�8UXxXHOD��

������6KHHWV���������8UXxXHOD�DQG�3OXQNHW��WKLV�YROXPH��
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SURSRVH� WKDW� WKH� SRVVLEOH� HUXSWLRQ� RI� WKH� YROFDQR�

3RSRFDWpSHWO�GXULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�FHQWXU\�&(�PD\�KDYH�WULJJHUHG�

WKH�HUHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�*UHDW�3\UDPLG�LQ�&KROXOD��D�FRPSOHWHO\�

PDQ�PDGH�³VDFUHG�PRXQWDLQ�´�,WV�¿QDO�IRUP�UHSUHVHQWV�

WKH�ODUJHVW�SUH�&ROXPELDQ�PRQXPHQW�E\�YROXPH�LQ�WKH�

1HZ�:RUOG��7KH�PRQXPHQW�VKRZV�PRUSKRORJLFDO�YDULDWLRQ�

DQG�FRPSOH[LW\�WKDW�LQGLFDWH�PXOWLSOH�IXQFWLRQV��8VLQJ�

VROLG�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�GDWD��WKH\�SURSRVH�WZR�PHDQLQJV�

RI�WKLV�JUDQG�³VDFUHG�PRXQWDLQ�´�)LUVW�DV�D�PRXQWDLQ�

FRQQHFWHG�WR�WKH�ZDWHU\�XQGHUZRUOG�DQG�WKH�DQFHVWRUV��DQG�

3RSRFDWpSHWO�DV�D�V\PERO�RI�¿UH�DQG�FRVPLF�FHQWHU��%DVHG�

RQ�DQ�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�S\UDPLG¶V�PRUSKRORJ\��WKH\�SURSRVHG�

WKDW�WKH�PRQXPHQW�VHUYHG�DV�WKH�VLWH�RI�FROOHFWLYH�ULWXDOV�

WKDW�LQYROYHG�WKH�EXON�RI�WKH�ORFDO�SRSXODWLRQ��DQG�WKDW�WKH�

PRQXPHQWDO�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�ZDV�DQ�XQ¿QLVKHG�SURMHFW��DOZD\V�

XQGHU�FRQVWUXFWLRQ��

2Q�WKH�3DFL¿F�FRDVW�RI�&KLDSDV��&HUUR�%HUQDO��WKH�

location of a number of important sites including Los 

+RUFRQHV�DQ�(DUO\�&ODVVLF�FHQWHU�ZLWK�HFRQRPLF�DQG�

LGHRORJLFDO�WLHV�WR�7HRWLKXDFDQ��ZDV�D�QDWXUDO�³VDFUHG�

PRXQWDLQ´�XSRQ�ZKLFK�PDQ�PDGH�³VDFUHG�PRXQWDLQV´�

ZHUH�HUHFWHG��*DUFLD�'HV�/DXULHUV��������������*DUFLD�'HV�

/DXULHUV��WKLV�YROXPH��SRLQWV�RXW�WKDW�EH\RQG�VHUYLQJ�DV�D�

VWUDWHJLF�ORFDWLRQ�ZKHUH�WHUUHVWULDO�DQG�FRDVWDO�WUDGH�URXWHV�

ZHUH�FRQWUROOHG��WKLV�ULWXDO�FHQWHU�SURIRXQGO\�HPERGLHG�

WKH�0HVRDPHULFDQ�FRQFHSW�RI�WKH�³VDFUHG�PRXQWDLQ�´�

8VLQJ�DUFKDHRORJLFDO��LFRQRJUDSKLF��HWKQRKLVWRULF�DQG�

HWKQRJUDSKLF�GDWD��VKH�VKRZV�WKDW�WKLV�PRXQWDLQ�RQ�WKH�

VRXWKHUQ�VLGH�RI�WKH�3DFL¿F�&RDVWDO�SODLQ��GUHZ�WKH�DWWHQWLRQ�

RI�7HRWLKXDFDQRV�DOVR�IRU�LWV�LGHRORJLFDO�SRWHQF\�DQG�LWV�

FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�WKDW�HYRNHG�D�WHUUHVWULDO�SDUDGLVH��QRW�XQOLNH�

7ODORFDQ��,WV�GUDPDWLF�SHDN�GUDZV�WKH�UDLQ�FORXGV�ZKRVH�

PRLVWXUH�IHG�WKH�5tR�+RUFRQHV�DQG�WKH�HVWXDULHV�DW�LWV�

IRRWKLOOV�PDNLQJ�LW�DQ�LGHDO�ZDWHU�PRXQWDLQ²an altepetl. 

([DFWO\�WKH�VDPH�PHWDSKRULF�ODQGVFDSH�FDQ�EH�REVHUYHG�

DW�7HRWLKXDFDQ�LQ�WKH�0RRQ�3OD]D�DQG�&HUUR�*RUGR�ZKRVH�

SHDN�GUDZV�WKH�UDLQ�FORXGV�WKDW�SURYLGH�SUHFLSLWDWLRQ�WR�WKH�

7HRWLKXDFDQ�YDOOH\��,W�LV�WKXV�QR�VXUSULVH�WKDW�6WHOD����FDUYHG�

ZLWK�D�7HRWLKXDFDQ�VW\OH�7ODORF��ZDV�RULJLQDOO\�ORFDWHG�LQ�

*URXS�)�DW�/RV�+RUFRQHV��D�JURXS�ZKLFK�LV�D�SURYLQFLDO�

WULEXWH�WR�WKH�3OD]D�RI�WKH�0RRQ��*DUFtD�'HV�/DXULHUV��

�����������������������

³6DFUHG�0RXQWDLQV�´�ERWK�QDWXUDO�DQG�EXLOW�ODQGVFDSHV�

DUH�GHHSO\�VKDSHG�DQG�VKDSH�WKH�OLYHV�RI�DJHQWV�WKURXJK�WKH�

performance of small daily rituals and large-scale public 

SHUIRUPDQFHV��7VXNDPRWR��WKLV�YROXPH��DGGUHVVHV�WKH�

SUDFWLFH�RI�ULWXDOV�VWUHVVLQJ�WKH�FULWLFDO�UROH�RI�LQWHUDFWLRQV�

EHWZHHQ�SHUIRUPHUV�DQG�DXGLHQFH�HVSHFLDOO\�WKRVH�WDNLQJ�

SODFH�LQ�SOD]DV��7VXNDPRWR�]RRPV�LQ�RQ�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�

complexes and tries to understand practices taking place 

LQ�WKH�SOD]DV��DWWDFKHG�WR�WKRVH�PRQXPHQWDO�FRPSOH[HV��

3OD]DV�DUH�GH¿QHG� LQ�PDQ\�ZD\V�E\� WKHLU� UHODWLRQ� WR�

S\UDPLGV�DQG�RWKHU�PRQXPHQWV��QRW�XQOLNH�KLJKODQG�

YDOOH\V�DUH�LQ�SDUW�GH¿QHG�E\�WKHLU�UHODWLRQ�WR�PRXQWDLQ�

ODQGVFDSHV��7VXNDPRWR�QRWHV�WKDW�D�GHHSHU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�

RI�ULWXDO�SHUIRUPDQFHV�IURP�(O�3DOPDU��D�0D\D�FHQWHU�WKDW�

ÀRXULVKHG�GXULQJ�&(����������VHUYHV�WR�HOXFLGDWH�WKH�

SROLWLFR�VRFLDO�QHJRWLDWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�JRYHUQLQJ�HQWLWLHV�

DQG�LQWHUPHGLDWH�HOLWHV��(YLGHQFH�IURP�KLVWRULFDO�QDUUDWLYHV�

DW�WKH�VLWH�VSHDN�RI�FRPSOH[�KLVWRULHV�RI�FRQQHFWLRQV�DQG�

FRQÀLFWV�QHJRWLDWHG�LQ�SDUW�WKURXJK�IHDVWLQJ�DQG�FDPSDLJQV�

IRU�ZDUIDUH��FULWLFDO�IDFWRUV�IRU�FRPSOH[�VRFLHWLHV��.LQJV¶�

WKHDWULFDO�SHUIRUPDQFHV�DW�WKH�SOD]D�PRQXPHQW�FRPSOH[�

DW�(O�3DOPDU�VHUYHG�WR�HQDFW�WKH�VDFUHG�XQGHUSLQQLQJV�RI�

0D\D�UXOHUVKLS����

8VLQJ�GDWD�IURP�&KLFKHQ�,W]D��6WDQWRQ��HW�DO���WKLV�

YROXPH��IRFXV�RQ�KRZ�DQFLHQW�0D\D�FRPPXQLWLHV�XWLOL]HG�

FROOHFWLYH�PHPRU\�DQG�LPDJLQDWLRQ�WR�UHFUHDWH��LQ�WKHLU�

DUFKLWHFWXUH�DQG�LFRQRJUDSK\��HOHPHQWV�RI�7HRWLKXDFDQ�

LGHRORJ\�DW�WKLV�/DWH�&ODVVLF�0D\D�FHQWHU�VHYHUDO�FHQWXULHV�

UHPRYHG�IURP�WKH�JUHDW�FHQWUDO�0H[LFDQ�PHWURSROLV��7KH�

DUWLVWLF�FRQQHFWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�&KLFKHQ�,W]D�DQG�&HQWUDO�
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0H[LFDQ�DUW�KDYH�RIWHQ�EHHQ�OLQNHG�WR�7ROWHF�FRQQHFWLRQV��

+RZHYHU��6WDQWRQ�HW�DO���WKLV�YROXPH��SRVLWLRQ�WKH�0D\D�

DV� PRUH� DFWLYHO\� LQYROYHG� LQ� DGRSWLQJ� HOHPHQWV� RI�

DFFXPXODWHG�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�LGHDV�FU\VWDOL]HG�HDUOLHU�DW�

7HRWLKXDFDQ��&RQFHSWV�VXFK�DV�WKH�VRODU�SDUDGLVH��ÀRZHU�

PRXQWDLQ��DQG�EXWWHUÀ\�ZDUULRU�LPDJHU\�ZHUH�JLYHQ�QHZ�

OLIH�DW�WKLV�0D\D�FHQWHU��

0HVRDPHULFDQ�SHRSOH�HQDFWHG�WKH�VDFUHG�ODQGVFDSH�

WKURXJK�ULWXDOV�FRQGXFWHG�LQ�WKH�SOD]DV�DQG�RQ�DUWL¿FLDOO\�

FRQVWUXFWHG� ³VDFUHG�PRXQWDLQV´�� KRZHYHU� WKH\� DOVR�

MRXUQH\HG�LQ�SLOJULPDJH�WR�YLVLW�³VDFUHG�PRXQWDLQV�´�3DOND��

LQ�KLV�FRQWULEXWLRQ�WR�WKLV�YROXPH��H[SORUHV�WKH�HQGXULQJ�

UROH�RI�SLOJULPDJH�LQ�0HVRDPHULFD�IRU�WKH�ODVW�VHYHUDO�

WKRXVDQG�\HDUV�XVLQJ�DUFKDHRORJLFDO��HWKQRKLVWRULFDO��DQG�

HWKQRJUDSKLF�SHUVSHFWLYHV��+H�VWUHVVHV�WKDW�DJHQWV�KDG�WR�

WUDYHO�WRJHWKHU�WR�³VDFUHG�PRXQWDLQV´�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�

ZLWK�DQLPLVWLF�RU�DQFHVWUDO�IRUFHV��3LOJULPDJH�FRQVLVWV�

RI�D�MRXUQH\�WR�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�ODQGVFDSH�IHDWXUH��VXFK�DV�

PRXQWDLQ��FDYH��VSULQJ�RU�DQFLHQW�VKULQH�WR�FDUU\�RXW�ULWXDOV��

OHDYH�R൵HULQJV��DQG�WR�LQWHUDFW�ZLWK�VSLULWXDO�IRUFHV�LQ�WKHLU�

GZHOOLQJ��3LOJULPDJH�KDV�EHHQ�GHVFULEHG�DV�D�³NLQHWLF�

ULWXDO´��7XUQHU�DQG�7XUQHU��������S��[LLL���ZKHUH�DJHQWV�LQ�

PRWLRQ�ZKHWKHU�LQ�ORQJ�GLVWDQFH�WUDYHO�RU�LQ�SURFHVVLRQV�

LQ�SOD]DV�HYRNH�WKH�G\QDPLVP�RI�WKH�FRVPRV�DV�HPERGLHG�

E\�WKH�ZRUOG�WUHHV¶�GRXEOH�KHOL[�VKDSH��6HH�/ySH]�$XVWLQ�

WKLV�YROXPH���3DOND�SUHVHQWV�SLOJULPDJH�DV�FUHDWLQJ�ZRUOG�

balance and promoting community solidarity, ultimately 

DFFHQWXDWLQJ�WKH�SRZHU�DQG�VWDWXV�RI�DXWKRULWLHV�DQG�VRFLDO�

RUJDQL]DWLRQV�LQ�0HVRDPHULFD���

3LOJULPDJHV�ZHUH�QRW�WKH�RQO\�MRXUQH\V�XQGHUWDNHQ�E\�

DJHQWV�LQ�0HVRDPHULFD��'HDWK�EURXJKW�ZLWK�LW�D�MRXUQH\�

RI�WKH�VRXO�LQWR�WKH�XQGHUZRUOG��$VWRU�$JXLOHUD�SURYLGHV�

DPSOH�HYLGHQFH�DQG�LQVLJKWIXO�SHUVSHFWLYHV�DERXW�YHU\�

FRPSOLFDWHG�IXQHUDU\�SUDFWLFHV�LQ�0HVRDPHULFD��7KURXJK�

HWKQRJUDSKLF�� HWKQRKLVWRULFDO�� DQG� DUFKDHRORJLFDO�

LQIHUHQFHV� GHDOLQJ� ZLWK� ERQH� WUHDWPHQW�� FUHPDWLRQ��

H[KXPDWLRQ��PRUWXDU\�EXQGOLQJ��WURSK\�KHDGV��IXQHUDU\�

ULWHV�� UHXVH� RI� KXPDQ� ERQHV�� HWF��� KH� GLVFXVVHV� WKH�

LQWHUUHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�OLYLQJ�DQG�WKH�GHDG�GHPRQVWUDWLQJ�

KRZ�V\PEROLFDOO\�DQG�GHHSO\�SHRSOH�FUHDWHG�FRVPRORJLHV�

LQFOXGLQJ�FRQFHSWLRQV�RI�WKH�0HVRDPHULFDQ�8QGHUZRUOG��

$QWKURSRORJLFDO�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�FRQ¿UP�WKDW�ELRORJLFDO�

GHDWK�GRHV�QRW�PHDQ�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�VSLULW��8VLQJ�FRPSDUDWLYH�

H[DPSOHV��$VWRU�$JXLOHUD�LQVLVWV�WKDW�OLIH�FRQWLQXHV�DQG�

UHJHQHUDWHV��7KH�ERG\�ERQHV�VSLULW�FRQFHSWXDOO\�FRQQHFW��WR�

QDWXUH��IHUWLOLW\��DQG�SRZHU�FRQWUROOHG�UHFLSURFDOO\�WKURXJK�

VRFLDO�DFWLRQV��

7KH� FKDSWHUV� LQ� WKLV� VHFWLRQ� PDNH� FOHDU� WKDW�

0HVRDPHULFDQ�FRVPRORJ\�DQG�FRQFHSWLRQV�RI�WKH�³VDFUHG�

PRXQWDLQ´�KDYH�D�GHHS�DQG�FRPSOH[�KLVWRU\��)URP�WKH�

HDUOLHVW�SHRSOH�WUDYHOLQJ�DORQJ�WKH�FRDVW�WR�WKH�ULVH�RI�

XUEDQ�3UH�&ROXPELDQ�FHQWHUV��WKH�UHFLSURFDO�HQJDJHPHQWV�

EHWZHHQ� SHRSOH� DQG� ODQGVFDSH� IUDPHG� D� GLVFXUVLYH�

UHODWLRQVKLS�WKDW�ZDV�PDWHULDOL]HG�LQ�WKH�VKDSH�RI�FLWLHV��

KHLJKWV�RI�PRQXPHQWDO�DUFKLWHFWXUH��DQG�UHSOLFDWHG�WKURXJK�

ULWXDOV�SXEOLF��SULYDWH�DQG�NLQHWLF��7KH�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�

GHYHORSHG�DQG�VKDUHG�QLFKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�³VDFUHG�

PRXQWDLQ´� DQG� UHODWHG� LGHRORJLFDO�ZRUOGV� LQ� FRDVWDO�

ZHWODQGV��DW�WKH�EDVH��KLOOWRS��RU�LQ�WKH�ODNH�LQ�WKH�&HQWUDO�

0H[LFDQ�KLJKODQGV�SURYLGH�LQVLJKW�LQWR�WKH�PHFKDQLVPV�

OLQNLQJ�EUDLQ�PLQG�ERG\�DQG�HQYLURQPHQWV��3HRSOHV¶�

PHQWDO�SRZHU�DQG�FROOHFWLYH�DFWLRQV�KHOSHG�WKHP�RYHUFRPH�

KDUG�HQYLURQPHQWDO�FRQGLWLRQV��)XWXUH�LQWHUGLVFLSOLQDU\�

UHVHDUFK�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�HQJDJH�ZLWK�WKH�WKHPHV�SUHVHQWHG�

SUHOLPLQDULO\�DW�WKLV�FRQIHUHQFH�DQG�EXLOG�RQ�FROODERUDWLRQV�

ZLWK� H[SHUWV� RI� HYROXWLRQDU\� DQWKURSRORJ\�� SK\VLFDO�

ELRORJ\��QHXURVFLHQFHV��HYROXWLRQDU\�SV\FKRORJ\��DQG�

DUFKDHRORJ\��7KHVH�SURFHHGLQJV�UHSUHVHQW�RQO\�WKH�¿UVW�RI�

ZKDW�ZH�KRSH�ZLOO�EH�PDQ\�PXOWLGLVFLSOLQDU\��LQWHUQDWLRQDO�

HQJDJHPHQWV�LQ�UHVHDUFK��FROODERUDWLRQ��DQG�SXEOLFDWLRQV�

WKDW�HPHUJH�IURP�WKLV�³2XW�RI�(XUDVLD´�SURJUDP���
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